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* Using LEGOP® bricks and minifigures, Galway City Museum has created twelve tiny scenes from Galway’s past and present and hidden them
throughout the galleries.

* Find the characters as you go through the Museum. Start on the ground floor (Level O) and continune to the upper floors (Level 1 and 2).
e Tick the circles O as you find them. Collect your certificate from reception when you have found them all.

O Eé draic Richard
O Conaire

Princess
Gaillimh

O Claddagh
Fishermen

Scientist

LEGO® brick models designed & created by
Jessica Farrell Brick Artist, ©2024.



You can find out more about the characters below...

@ Comhairle Cathrach
I na Gaillimhe

Galway City Council

Level O

Padraic O Conaire

Born in Galway, Padraic O Conaire (1882-1928) was
one of the most important Irish-language writers of
his time.

After his death, sculptor Albert Power created

a memorial statue, which was unveiled in Eyre
Square in 1935. It soon became a beloved Galway
landmark. Its head was broken off in 1999. The
statue was afterwards repaired and moved to the
Museum for safekeeping.

Turlough O’Conor
Turlough O’Conor (1088-1156) was a twelfth-
century king of Connacht and high king of Ireland.

He built a fortress at the mouth of the Galway River
(now the Corrib River) in 1124. It controlled access
to and across the river and served as a base for his
ships. Its ruins were recently discovered beneath
Quay St, close to the Museum.

The Tribes of Galway

From the fifteenth to seventeenth centuries,
Galway prospered under the control of fourteen
wealthy merchant families, known as the ‘Tribes of
Galway’.

They were: Athy, Blake, Bodkin, Browne, Darcy,
Deane, Font, Ffrench, Joyce, Kirwan, Lynch, Martin,
Morris and Skerritt. They have left a rich legacy of
stone buildings, such as Lynch’s Castle, and fine
carvings in the ‘City of the Tribes’.

St MacDara
St Sinach MacDara founded a monastery on a small
island off Connemara in the sixth century.

A beautiful tenth-century stone church now marks
the spot. Traditionally, fishermen dipped their

sails three times as a mark of respect when they
passed between the sacred island and nearby Mace
Head. Every 16 July, pilgrims travel to the island to
celebrate his feast day.

Level 1

Richard de Burgh

Richard de Burgh (c.1193-1243) was an Anglo-
Norman lord of Connacht, who captured the Gaelic
fortress of Galway in 1232.

He built a stone castle, around which the town of
Galway developed. The town, which was walled for
its own protection, thrived as a result of trade.

Grace O’Malley

Grace O’Malley (c. 1530-1603), known as Granuaile,
was a Gaelic noblewoman and fearless sea captain
and pirate, who controlled the seas of Connacht.

About 1546, she married Donal O’Flaherty of
Bunowen Castle in Connemara, thus uniting two of
the most prominent Gaelic families of the west of
Ireland.

Roderic O’Flaherty

Born in Moycullen, Roderic O’Flaherty (1629-1718)
was the last lord of lar-Connacht, a medieval Gaelic
kingdom that stretched from Lough Corrib to the
Atlantic.

He studied to become an historian and published a
famous book called Ogygia, which told the story of
Ireland from the time of the Great Flood to his own
day.

Claddagh Fishermen

Situated at the mouth of the River Corrib, the
Claddagh was a fishing village that developed
outside the walls of medieval Galway.

It was made up of thatched cottages that
were inhabited by fisherman and their families,
who spoke Irish and had their own traditions
and customs, which set them apart from the
townspeople.

Level 2

Claddagh Fishwives

When the Claddagh men returned from fishing at
sea, the Claddagh women sold their catch at the
fish market, which was located beside the Spanish
Arch.

While working outdoors, the women often wore
heavy woollen shawls, known as Galway shawls,
over their shoulders or heads to protect themselves
from the cold, wind and rain.

Princess Gaillimh

The River Corrib borrows its name from Lough
Corrib, but it is known in Irish as Abhainn na
Gaillimhe.

While gaillimh means ‘stony’ (as in stony river), one
medieval book tells that the river was named after
Gaillimh (or Galvia), the daughter of king Breasal,
who drowned in its waters.

MedTech Researcher

MedTech (short for Medical Technology) refers to
the research, design and manufacture of medical
devices, which help to improve the lives of people
with diseases or disability.

In Ireland, the MedTech sector employs over
40,000 people. Per person, Ireland is the highest
exporter of medical device products in Europe and
is one of the top 5 hubs for MedTech research in
the world.

Marine Scientist

Ireland is an island nation with a coastline of
7,500km. Its marine territory is ten times greater
than the size of the island.

The ocean is of huge importance to Ireland

- providing food, employment and pleasure,

while influencing its climate and weather. Marine
Scientists explore the seas, study undersea life, and
protect ecosystems.





