
Treibheanna na Gaillimhe 
The Tribes of Galway

The ‘Tribes of Galway’, a term reputedly coined by 
Cromwellian forces, were the merchant families who 
effectively ran the town of Galway from the 15th to 
17th centuries. 
The fourteen families were mainly of English or Welsh origin (part of the original 
Anglo- Norman settlement) with the Kirwans and Darcys of Gaelic origin. Located in a 
predominantly Gaelic area, they gradually became integrated into the Gaelic way of 
life, adopting the local manners and customs. 

The settlers played an important role in the establishment and development of 
Galway town by commissioning public and religious buildings and developing 
trade networks. The families prospered through trade with the Gaelic hinterland, 
Europe and later the Americas. They were involved in all aspects of society from 
the governance and administration of the town to church affairs. These wealthy 
merchants built many grand houses filled with elaborate furnishings and fittings. 
Two of the fortified town houses survive; Blake’s Castle built in the 1400s and Lynch’s 
Castle built c.1500.

Galway’s and the Tribes’ prosperity ended with the Cromwellian siege and 
occupation in 1652. Many of the families were ousted from the town. The new 
settlers to the town were promptly allocated some of the ‘Tribes’ property. When 
Charles II was restored to the throne in 1660 he ordered the re-instatement of 
property to those who had surrendered in 1652. Some of the old families did return 
and resumed trading, but the ‘Tribes’ never regained any of their former status.

Ba iad ‘Treibheanna na Gaillimhe’, nath a chum fórsaí 
Chromail, deirtear, teaghlaigh de cheannaithe a bhí i 
gceannas, a bheag nó a mhór, ar bhaile na Gaillimhe ón 
15ú go dtí an 17ú céad.
Ba de bhunadh Shasana nó na Breataine Bige is mó iad na ceithre theaghlach déag 
(cuid de na cóilínigh Angla-Normannacha tosaigh) agus ba de bhunadh Gaelach iad 
muintir Uí Chiardubhain agus Uí Dorchaidhe. Lonnaithe i gceantar a bhí Gaelach 
don chuid is mó, de réir a chéile d’éirigh said nasctha leis an saol Gaelach, agus 
ghlac said na nósanna agus custaim áitiúla chucu féin. 

Bhí ról tábhachtach ag na cóilínigh i mbunú agus forbairt bhaile na Gaillimhe 
trí fhoirgnimh phoiblí agus reiligiúnda a ordú agus trí líonraí trádála a fhorbairt. 
Tháinig rath ar na teaghlaigh trí thrádáil leis an gcúlchríoch Ghaelach, leis an Eoraip 
agus, ar ball, le Críocha Mheiriceá. Bhí said páirteach i ngnéithe uile an tsochaí, ó 
rialú agus riaradh an bhaile go cúrsaí eaglasta. Thóg na ceannaithe saibhre seo an-
chuid tithe móra lán le troscán agus feisteas ilchasta. Maireann dhá cheann de na 
tithe cathrach daingnithe; Caisleán an Bhlácaigh a tógadh sna 1400í agus Caisleán 
an Loinsigh a tógadh c.1500.

Tháinig deireadh le rachmas na Gaillimhe agus na dTreibheanna le léigear agus 
forghabháil Chromail i 1652. Díbríodh cuid mhór de na teaghlaigh ón mbaile. 
Dáileadh cuid de mhaoin na ‘dTreibheanna’ ar na cóilínigh nua go tapa. Nuair a 
cuireadh Séarlas II ar ais i gcoróin i 1660 d’ordaigh sé go dtabharfaí an mhaoin 
ar ais dóibh siúd a ghéill i 1652. D’fhill cuid de na sean teaghlaigh agus thosaigh 
siad ag trádáil arís, ach níor bhain na ‘Treibheanna’ amach an stádas a bhíodh acu 
roimhe sin riamh arís.

Ar Chlé - Armais Threibheanna na Gaillimhe
Tháinig 12 as na 14 theaghlach ó fhréamhacha Angla-Normannacha, 
agus an dá theaghlach eile - teaghlaigh Darcy (Ó Dorchaidhe) agus 
Kirwan (Ó Ciardhubháin) – le hoidhreacht Ghaelach acu, ach faoi 
thionchar Normannach.

Left - Coats-of-arms of the Tribes of Galway
12 of the 14 families hailed from Anglo-Norman roots, with the 
remaining two - the Darcy (Ó Dorchaidhe) and Kirwan (Ó Ciardhubháin) 
families - embracing Normanised Irish Gaelic heritage.

Thíos - Caisleán an Bhlácaigh, Gaillimh
Le Caoinchead Seirbhís na Séadchomharthaí Náisiúnta, 

An Roinn Ealaíon, Oidhreachta agus Gaeltachta.

Below - Blake’s Castle, Galway
Courtesy of the National Monuments Service,

Dept. of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht.

Thuas - Doras an Bhrúnaigh, An Fhaiche Mhór
Tá armais an Bhrúnaigh agus an Loinsigh ar an gcuimhneachán seo.

Le Caoinchead Comhairle Cathrach na Gaillimhe

Above - Browne Doorway, Eyre Square
The memorial bears the arms of Browne and Lynch.

Courtesy of Galway City Council
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