
Religion played a critical role in medieval society, marking 
key life-events such as baptism, marriage and death. 
Many of the townsfolk worshipped in St Nicholas’ Church, founded in 1320 and still 
in use today. In 1484 St Nicholas’ was raised to the status of a ‘Collegiate Church’, 
something similar to a Cathedral but managed by a ‘college’ of clerics, established 
with the direct approval of the Pope. Wealthy merchant families and craft guilds 
became patrons of the church, endowing and embellishing it. 

The monastic orders also established themselves in Galway, including the Franciscans 
(1296), the Carmelites (1332), the Dominicans (1488), and the Augustinians (1508). 
In Galway as elsewhere, the monasteries provided care for the sick. In 1505 the first 
hospital or poorhouse is recorded on High Middle Street (now Shop Street). 

Following the Reformation, Galway as a loyal ‘English’ town became officially 
Protestant in name but not in practice. After the town was captured by the 
Cromwellians in 1652, Catholic clergy were forced into hiding. The anti-Catholic 
penal laws that followed the Williamite War of 1689-91 led to the closure of many 
religious houses and the forced removal of some Catholics from the town during the 
1700s. However, the relaxation of these laws towards the end of the century helped 
reintegrate communities and restore some of the trade and commercial opportunities.

Bhí ról tábhachtach ag an reiligiún i sochaí na meánaoise, 
agus rinneadh comóradh ar ócáidí móra saoil cosúil leis 
an mbaisteadh, an pósadh agus an bás. 
Rinne go leor de mhuintir an bhaile a n-adhradh in Eaglais San Nioclás, a bunaíodh i 
1320 agus atá fós in úsáid inniu. I 1484 fuair eaglais San Nioclás ardú céime chuig ‘Eaglais 
Choláisteach’, rud éigin cosúil le hArdeaglais ach á bainistiú ag ‘coláiste’ cléireach, agus 
bunaíodh í le cead díreach ón bPápa. Bhí teaghlaigh trádála saibhre agus gildeanna ceirde 
mar phátrúin ar an eaglais, agus iad ag bronnadh uirthi agus á maisiú. 

Bhunaigh na hoird mhainistreacha iad féin i nGaillimh freisin, ina measc bhí 
na Proinsiasaigh (1296), na Cairmilítigh (1332), na Doiminicigh (1488), agus na 
hAgaistínigh (1508). I nGaillimh ach an oiread le cuid mhaith áiteanna, chuir na 
mainistreacha cúram ar fáil do na heasláin. I 1505 tá taifead den chéad ospidéal nó 
teach na mbocht ar an tSráid Láir Ard (Sráid na Siopaí anois). 

Tar éis an Reifirméisin, bhí Gaillimh go hoifigiúil mar bhaile dílis ‘Sasanach’ 
Protastúnach in ainm, ach ní go praiticiúil. Tar éis do lucht Chromail an baile a 
ghabháil i 1652, b’éigean don chléir Caitliceach dul i bhfolach. Mar thoradh ar na 
bpéindlíthe a cuireadh i bhfeidhm i gcoinne na gCaitliceach tar éis Chogadh an Dá Rí, 
1689-91, rinneadh go leor tithe creidimh a dhúnadh agus cuireadh iallach ar roinnt 
Caitliceach an baile a fhágáil le linn na 1700idí. Mar sin féin, nuair a maolaíodh na 
dlíthe sin i dtreo dheireadh an chéid bhíothas in ann pobail a athlonnú arís agus 
roinnt de na deiseanna trádála agus tráchtála a thabhairt ar ais.

Creideamh
Faith and Beliefs

Thuas - Taipéis na nDoiminiceach, 1726
Brat tosaigh altóra arna bhróidniú ag an tSr Margaret Joyce, a 

tugadh chun críche i mí na Bealtaine 1726. D’úsáid Siúracha 
Doiminiceacha an brat seo ag an gClochar Slinne, Lána Uí 

Chiarabháin, Gaillimh. Léiríonn an píosa, a bhfuil cuid de le 
feiceáil anseo, an Mhaighdean Mhuire le hÍosa ina gabháil aici, 

agus San Doiminic agus San Caitríona ar gach aon taobh di.

Above - Dominican tapestry, 1726
An altar frontal embroidered by Sr. Margaret Joyce, completed 

May 1726. This frontal was used by the Dominican Sisters at the 
Slate Nunnery, Kirwan’s Lane, Galway. The piece, part of which 

is visible here, depicts the Virgin Mary with Jesus on her lap, 
flanked by St Dominic and St Catherine.

Thíos - Séipéal San Nioclás, Gaillimh, 1890
Radharc ar shráid ghnóthach os comhair Shéipéal San Nioclás lena 
dhearadh trí dhíon neamhthraidisiúnta, i gcroí lár bhaile mór na Gaillimhe.
Le Caoinchead Leabharlann Náisiúnta na hÉireann

Below - St. Nicholas Church, Galway, 1890
A busy street scene set against the non-conventional three roofed
design of St Nicholas Church at the heart of Galway town.
Courtesy of National Library of Ireland

Ar dheis - Clochar Slinne
I 1686, bhí clochar Slinne na nDoiminiceach suite ar Lána 

Uí Chiarabháin. Ar an drochuair, cuireadh iallach orthu 
an foirgneamh a fhágáil in 1716, agus rinneadh beairic 

mhíleata de ina dhiaidh sin. 
Le Caoinchead Tom Kenny

Right - Slate Nunnery
In 1686, the Slate Dominican nunnery was situated on 

Kirwan’s Lane. However, they were compelled to vacate 
in 1716, leading to its conversion into a military barracks.

Courtesy of Tom Kenny


