
Airgead
Silver

With its deep, sheltered harbour and trading routes 
to continental Europe, Britain and even the Americas, 
Galway had many wealthy families who used their 
wealth to commission works in silver. 
 
There were gifted silversmiths at work from the 16th century. Religious objects, such 
as chalices and crosses, account for most of the known Galway silver from the late 
17th and early 18th centuries, along with the magnificent Galway Sword and Mace. 
Because of Galway’s strong trading links with the Continent, European influences 
can be seen in their work. Galway silversmiths of the 18th and 19th centuries 
turned their hands to making the famous Claddagh rings, whose local design is often 
attributed to Richard Joyce, a silver and goldsmith working in Galway around 1700. 

Leis an gcuan domhain, foscúil agus na bealaí trádála 
chuig Mór-Roinn na hEorpa, an mBreatain agus fiú 
Críocha Mheiriceá, bhí go leor teaghlach saibhir i 
nGaillimh a bhain leas as a gcuid saibhris chun saothair 
airgid a choimisiúnú. 
Bhí gabha geala a raibh bua an cheird acu i mbun oibre ón 16ú haois. Is réada reil-
igiúnacha, cosúil le cailísí agus crosa, is mó a bhí i measc an ábhair is aitheanta a bhí 
déanta as airgead i nGaillimh ó dheireadh an 17ú haois agus go luath sa 18ú haois, 
in éineacht le Claíomh agus Más galánta na Gaillimhe. Mar gheall ar na naisc láidre 
trádála a bhí ag Gaillimh leis an Mór-Roinn, is féidir tionchar na hEorpa a fheiceáil 
ar a gcuid saothair. Chuaigh gabha geala na Gaillimhe ón 18ú agus 19ú haois i mbun 
fáinní iomráiteacha an Chladaigh a dhéanamh, ar dhear Richard Joyce, gabha geal agus 
buí a bhí ag obair i nGaillimh timpeall ar 1700, iad ón dearadh áitiúil. 

Claíomh na Gaillimhe
Gabhann Claíomh na Gaillimhe siar go dtí aimsir Chairt Rí 
Séamas I, a thug údarás in 1610 chun armlón mar sin a iompar 
os comhair an Mhéara. Tá sé ornáidithe go galánta agus 
tá dhá mharc le gaibhne geala as Gaillimh air. Taispeánann 
cumhdach na lainne armais an bhaile agus inscríbhinní éagsúla 
d’ainmneacha Méaraí. Tá ainm Edmond Blake ar an inscríbhinn 
deiridh, an Méara deiridh a bhí ar Ghaillimh ó 1831 – 1841.

Galway Sword
The Civic Sword dates from the time of the Charter of King 
James I, which gave authority in 1610 for the carrying of such 
a weapon before the Mayor. It is richly ornamented and bears 
two Galway silversmiths’ marks. The covering of the blade 
displays the arms of the town and various inscriptions of 
Mayors’ names. The last inscription records Edmond Blake, the 
last Mayor of Galway 1831 – 1841.

Thuas - Más na Gaillimhe
I 1712, bronnadh más na Gaillimhe ar mhéara na huaire, 

Edward Eyre. Cuireann an más seo, é 57 orlach ar fad 
agus maisithe go hálainn, le dearadh ornáideach an 

chlaímh a ghabhann leis.

Above - Galway Mace
In 1712, the Galway mace was bestowed upon the mayor 
of that time, Edward Eyre. Measuring 57 inches in length, 

this intricately adorned mace complements the ornate 
design of the accompanying sword.


