Thuas - An Poirse Caoch mar ata inniu

Le Caoinchead Ros Drinkwater

e O W I I a S Above - Spanish Arch as seen today
Courtesy of Ros Drinkwater

Morthréith de chuid bhaile na meanaoise is an balla The distinguishing feature of a medieval town is the
morthimpeall a chosain na cathroiri ar ionsai agus a enclosing wall which protected the citizens from attack
shainigh cen ait inar chriochnaigh an tuath agus na and defined where the countryside and suburbs ended
fobhailte agus inar thosaigh an baile. and the town began.

Cuireadh tus le togail bhallai na Gaillimhe roimh 1272 agus bhi an chuid ba mho den Construction began on the Galway walls before 1272 and most, if not all of the town
bhaile, mura raibh sé ar fad, timpeallaithe faoi na luath-1400i. Togadh na ballai ar was enclosed by the early 1400s. Built at a cost of £46, the walls were financed from
chostas £46, agus iad maoinithe 6 dholai agus finealacha a ghearr an riarachan aitiuil. tolls and fines imposed by the local administration. The walls, which enclosed an
Tégadh na ballai, a thimpeallaigh achar 11ha, 6 chloch a aimsiodh go haitiuil agus bhi area of 11ha, were built from stone sourced locally and incorporated several mural
roinnt tur balla agus geatai iontu. towers and gates.

Cheadaigh na geatai bailiu na ndolai agus smachtaigh siad an rochtain ar an mbaile. The gates facilitated the collection of tolls and controlled access to the town. At
San oiche bhuailti clog cuirfiu chun a ra le cathroiri filleadh laistigh de na ballai, agus night a curfew bell was rung to signal the citizens to return within the walls, after
chuirti na geatai faoi ghlas ina dhiaidh sin. Bhi teorainn le cead isteach na nEirean- which the gates were locked. Entry of the Gaelic Irish into the town was limited.
nach Gaelach sa bhaile. Deirtear go raibh inscribhinn lonnaithe os cionn an Gheata An inscription, reputedly located above the West Gate to the town read, ‘From the
Thiar sa bhaile a duirt, ‘A Thiarna, slanaigh sinn 6 na Flathartaigh Fiochmhara'. ferocious O’Flaherties, Good Lord, deliver us’.

Laistigh den bhaile bhi bagairt ann i gconai 6 thine agus damaiste dos na ballai. D’ei- Within the town there was always the threat of fire and damage to the walls. The
sigh an Bardas fodhlithe go rialta in iarracht le cosc a chur ar bhriseadh amach, ar nos Corporation regularly issued byelaws in an attempt to prevent outbreaks, such as
an fhodhlii 1521 a duirt ‘ni thogfaidh, nd ni dhéanfaidh no ni dheiseoidh fear ar bith that in 1521 which decreed that ‘no man shall build, make or repayre any strawe or
aon teach tui no ceann tui, ar eagla na tine agus an doiteain nios gaire do bhallai an tache house, for fear of fyre, no nigher the town walles than fourteen feet, unless
bhaile na ceithre throigh déag, ach amhain ma ta said cludaithe le slinnte ...’ they be covered with sklatts...’

Faoi dheireadh an 184 céad, bhi na ballai agus na daingnithe ag meath no a leagadh, By the close of the 18th century, the walls and fortifications were either decaying
de réir mar a leathnaiodh an baile thart ar Fhaiche Meyrick (An Fhaiche Mhor ina or being demolished, as the town was extended around The Green (later Meyrick
dhiadh sin) agus ceantar na nduganna. Is féidir cuid de na piosai deiridh den bhalla a Square and Eyre Square) and the docks area. Some of the last surviving stretches
mhaireann fos a fheiceail inniu taobh leis an bPoirse Caoch (Ceann an Bhalla) agus i of wall can be seen today beside the Spanish Arch and in the Eyre Square Centre
Larionad na Faiche Mdire (cuid atogtha). (partially reconstructed).

3:;;:,}_;‘2"@ <%= S ' i3 = Ar chlé - Gunnai méra ar an bPéirse Caoch Thios - Geatai ballai an bhaile
i f-" o A S A . Ar an léarscdil seo de Ghaillimh 6 1651, ta an Pdirse Caoch Taispedntar san iomhd seo an Geata Mér ar an léarscail

! Mo ' S ' marcailte leis an uimhir 8. Bhi saighdiuiri a bhi ag coimead suil sceitse is tuisce de Ghaillimh ata fés againn, a tharraing

amach ag fanacht ann agus iad i bhfeighil na ngunnai méra ar Barnaby Gooche, 1583.

an dion. Le Caoinchead Cartlanna Ndisiunta na Breataine

Left - Cannons on Spanish Arch Below - Town wall gates

On this 1651 map of Galway, Spanish Arch is marked with the This image shows the Great Gate on the earliest surviving

number 8. It housed soldiers who kept watch and manned sketch map of Galway by Barnaby Gooche, 1583.

cannons on the roof. Courtesy of British National Archives
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