
Gaillimh, cathair tumtha sa stair…
Galway, a city steeped in history… 

The first mention of Galway is in the reign of Turlough 
O’Conor, King of Connacht from 1106 to 1156 and High 
King of Ireland for much of that period.

Early Galway
In 1124 Turlough erected a fortification at Bun na Gaillimhe (the mouth of the River 
Galway). The annals tell that the fort was attacked several times over the following 
century before it finally fell to the Anglo-Normans in 1232. 

The Anglo-Normans had first come to Ireland, in 1169, as mercenaries fighting 
for Dermot MacMurrough, King of Leinster. Concerned at their rising power 
overseas, King Henry II of England soon began to assert his control over them, 
and the Irish. In 1196, the province of Connacht was granted to William de Burgo, 
an Anglo-Norman magnate. His son, Richard de Burgo had conquered almost the 
entire province by 1235. 

Richard first attacked the fort at Bun na Gaillimhe in 1230 but was forced to 
withdraw by the Gaelic Irish. Two years later, he returned, captured it, and set about 
building the first stone castle in Galway, around which the town would develop. 

What’s in a name?
The origin of the name ‘Galway’ and its Irish form ‘Gaillimh’ is uncertain. According 
to local legend, the town is called after Galvia, the daughter of the mythical king 
Breasal, who drowned in the river. However, the name could also come from the 
Irish words ‘gall’ and ‘abha’ meaning ‘stony river’ – together giving us ‘Gaillimh’, the 
original name of the River Corrib. 

Is i ré Thoirdhealbhach Ua Conchobhair, Rí Chonnacht 
ó 1106 go 1156 agus Ard Rí na hÉireann d’fhormhór na 
tréimhse sin, a luaitear ar Ghaillimh don chéad uair.

Gaillimh ag an tús 
I 1124 chuir Toirdhealbhach dúnfort suas ag Bun na Gaillimhe (béal Abhainn na 
Gaillimhe). De réir na n-annála rinneadh ionsaí ar an dúnfort cúpla uair sa 100 bliain 
ina dhiaidh sin sular bhain na hAngla-Normannaigh amach é faoi dheireadh i 1232. 

Tháinig na hAngla-Normannaigh go hÉirinn an chéad lá riamh, i 1169, mar 
shaighdiúirí tuarastail ag troid ar son Dhiarmait Mhic Mhurchada, Rí Laighean. Bhí 
imní ar Rí Anraí II Shasana go raibh siad ag éirí níos cumhachtaí thar lear, agus ba 
ghearr gur thosaigh sé á gcur faoina smacht, iad féin agus na hÉireannaigh. I 1196, 
bronnadh cúige Chonnacht ar William de Burgo, móruasal Angla-Normannach. Bhí an 
cúige iomlán nach mór cloíte ag a mhac Richard de Burgo faoi 1235. 

Rinne Richard ionsaí ar dtús ar an dúnfort ag Bun na Gaillimhe i 1230 ach chuir na 
hÉireannaigh iallach air tarraingt siar. D’fhill sé dhá bhliain ina dhiaidh sin, ghabh sé 
é, agus chuir sé faoi an chéad chaisleán cloiche a thógáil i nGaillimh, agus is timpeall 
air sin a thógfaí an baile mór. 

Cad is brí le hainm?
Níltear cinnte faoi cárbh as ar tháinig an t-ainm ‘Galway’ agus leagan Gaeilge an 
ainm ‘Gaillimh’. De réir sheanchas mhuintir na háite, tugadh an t-ainm ar an mbaile 
i ndiaidh Galvia, iníon an rí mhiotasaigh Breasal, a bádh san abhainn. Mar sin féin, 
d’fhéadfadh sé gur tháinig an t-ainm freisin ó na focail Ghaeilge ‘gall’ agus ‘abha’ a 
chiallaíonn ‘abhainn chlochach’ – ainm a thugann le chéile ‘Gaillimh’ dúinn, ainm 
bunaidh Abhainn na Gaillimhe. 

Atógáil ar Halla an Iarla Dheirg
le John Harrison agus Comhlaigh 
Léiríodh le tochailtí seandálaíochta sa chathair scéal an bhaile 
mhóir faoi bhallaí agus na foirgnimh ba luaithe, ina measc caisleán 
de Burgo a tógadh den chéad uair in 1232 agus Halla an Iarla 
Dheirg a tógadh ag deireadh na 1200idí nó go luath sna 1300idí.
Irish Historic Towns Atlas (IHTA), uimh. 28, Galway/Gaillimh, Jacinta 
Prunty agus Paul Walsh le caoinchead Acadamh Ríoga na hÉireann

Reconstruction of the Red Earl’s Hall 
by John Harrison and Associates
Archaeological excavations in the city have revealed the story of 
the walled town and the earliest buildings, including the de Burgo 
castle first built in 1232 and the Red Earl’s Hall constructed in the 
late 1200s or early 1300s.
Irish Historic Towns Atlas (IHTA), no. 28, Galway/Gaillimh,
Jacinta Prunty and Paul Walsh
courtesy of the Royal Irish Academy


