
Bhí naoimh, míorúiltí agus oilithreacht ag baint leis an 
Eaglais in Éirinn na luath-Chríostaí. Tá baint ag roinnt 
mhaith de na naoimh seo a rinne míorúiltí le láithreáin i 
gContae na Gaillimhe, go háirithe na hoileáin thiar.
Mheall scoil cháiliúil Naomh Éinne ar Árainn, ar tugadh ‘Árainn na Naomh’ air sa 9ú 
haois, scoláirí ó gach cearn d’Éirinn. Ó thuaidh den chontae, cuimhnítear ar Naomh 
Iarfhlaith mar bhunaitheoir na scoile mainistreach i dTuaim agus mar mhúinteoir 
Naomh Breandán an Loingseoir, atá curtha i gCluain Fearta. 

Is léir cumhacht na naomh freisin leis an gcumas a bhí acu oilithrigh a mhealladh. I 
1026 chuaigh Mael Ruanaid ua Maíl Doraid, rí Cinél Conaill, ar oilithreacht ar dtús go 
Cluain Fearta i nGaillimh, ansin go Í in Albain agus fuair sé bás an bhliain dár gcionn 
ar a bhealach go dtí an Róimh. I 1162, agus iarracht á déanamh seans tuilleadh 
oilithreach a mhealladh, rinne cléir Chluain Fearta athnochtadh ar chnámha Naomh 
Moineann agus Naomh Cummian Fada agus chuir sé i scrín iad – tá leac mhullaigh an 
scrín sin fós i gCluain Fearta inniu. 

Thaistil na naoimh luath-Éireannach seo go dtí an Bhreatain agus mór-roinn na 
hEorpa freisin mar mhisinéirí iad féin, ag bunú mainistreacha Éireannacha thar lear, 
mar iad i Louvain, Bobbio agus St Gall, nó ag tabhairt cuairt orthu.. 

Ar Árainn, ar leac ón 9ú haois a bhfuil cros greanta air tá na focail VII Romani snoite 
isteach ann, seans gur tagairt é sin do sheachtar a chuaigh ar oilithreacht go dtí an 
Róimh. Níos déanaí arís, tugtar le fios le sliogáin muiríní bréifnithe ar thángthas orthu 
le hadhlacthaí meánaoiseacha i dTuaim gur adhlacadh oilithreach iad a bhí i Santiago 
de Compostela in iarthuaisceart na Spáinne. 

Naoimh agus Oilithreacht
Saints and Pilgrimage

The Church in Early Christian Ireland was a church of 
saints, miracles and pilgrimage. Quite a number of 
these miracle-working saints are associated with sites in 
County Galway, especially the western islands. 
St Enda’s famous school on Aran, known in the 9th century as ‘Aran of the Saints’, 
attracted students from all over Ireland. To the north of the county, St Jarlath is 
remembered as the founder of the monastic school in Tuam and as a teacher of the 
great St Brendan the Navigator, who is buried in Clonfert. 

The power of saints is also evident in their ability to attract pilgrims. In 1026 Mael 
Ruanaid ua Maíl Doraid, king of Cinél Conaill, went on pilgrimage first to Clonfert 
in Galway, then Iona in Scotland and died the following year while on his way to 
Rome. In 1162, presumably with an eye to attracting even more pilgrims, the clergy 
of Clonfert exhumed the bones of Saints Moineann and Cummian Fada and placed 
them in a shrine – the ridge stone of that shrine survives in Clonfert today. 

These early Irish saints also travelled to Britain and mainland Europe as missionaries 
themselves, establishing and visiting Irish monasteries abroad at Louvain, Bobbio and 
St Gall. 

On Aran, a 9th century cross-inscribed slab has the words VII Romani carved into it, 
probably a reference to seven people who went on pilgrimage to Rome. Later still, 
perforated scallop shells discovered with medieval burials in Tuam suggests the 
burial of a pilgrims who had been to Santiago de Compostela in northwestern Spain. 

Ar dheis - Snoíodóireacht
cloiche d’oilithreach Éireannach

I gCarn Domhnach ar leithinis Inis Eoghain, léiríonn 
colún cloiche duine a bhfuil cloigín i lámh amháin 

aige agus saitsil nó leabhar sa lámh eile. Úsáidtear na 
siombailí sin go minic mar shiombail d’oilithreach.

Le Caoinchead Mark David Copeland

Right - Stone carving of an Irish pilgrim
In Carndonagh on the Inishowen peninsula, a stone 

pillar portrays a figure holding a bell in one hand and 
a satchel or book in the other. These symbols are 

frequently employed to symbolize a pilgrim.
Courtesy of Mark David Copeland

Thíos - Barrghréas binne agus cloch mhullaigh, 
Cluain Fearta 
Is léir ón gcloch mhullaigh mhaisiúil seo den stíl 
Rómhánúil a fuarthas ag Cluain Fearta gurbh ann de 
scrín-theach Rómhánúil ag a raibh ard-stádas. Gach 
seans freisin gur ann a bhí taisí Chummian Fada agus 
Moineann á gcoimeád. 
Le Caoinchead Christy Cunniffe

Below- Gable finial and ridge stone, Clonfert
This decorative Romanesque-style ridge stone found at 
Clonfert is evidence of high-status Romanesque house-
shrine that may have held the relics of Cummian Fada and 
Moineann.
Courtesy of Christy Cunniffe

Thíos - An muirín mór
Is siombail é an muirín a bhaineann le Naomh Séamus an tAspal agus a uaigh ag 
Santiago De Compostella sa Ghailís, An Spáinn. Láthair oilithreachta a bhfuil an-mheas 
uirthi ó aimsir na Meánaoise, agus lucht leanúna ag filleadh ar ais ar an áit agus muirín 
ar a hataí nó ar a n-éadaí acu mar chuimhneachán speisialta.
Le Caoinchead James St. John

Below- The great scallop
The scallop shell is a symbol associated with St. James the Apostle and his final resting 
place at Santiago De Compostella in Galicia, Spain. A revered pilgrimage site since 
Medieval times, marked by returning devotees who proudly adorned a scallop on 
their hats or clothing as a cherished keepsake.
Courtesy of James St. John

Thuas - Naomh Bréanainn agus an Míol Mór
Sheol Naomh Bréanainn agus a mhanaigh thar oileán lán le caoirigh 

agus parthas éan. Tháinig siad i dtír i ngan fhios dóibh féin ar dhroim 
míol mór millteach agus las siad tine air sular shnámh an míol mór leis. 

Manuscriptum translationis germanicae, 1460 AD.  
Le Caoinchead Leabharlann Ollscoil Heidelberg, An Ghearmáin

Above - St Brendan and the Whale
St Brendan and his monks sailed past an island of sheep and a paradise 

of birds. They unknowingly landed on the back of a huge whale and 
built a fire before the whale began to swim away.
Manuscriptum translationis germanicae, 1460 AD.

Courtesy University Library of Heidelberg , Germany


