
Ba chóilíneacht Shasanach a bhí i mbaile meánaoiseach 
na Gaillimhe i limistéar ina raibh na Gaeil mórthimpeall air.
Tugadh ceapach talún (ceapach bhurgáiste) do gach lonnaitheoir nó ‘buirgéiseach’ 
chun teach a thógáil (ar aghaidh na sráide) agus limistéar ar gcúl le haghaidh sciobóil 
agus gairdín. Faoi dheireadh na 1320idí bhí os cionn 200 buirgéiseach sa bhaile. 

Tráth ar tógadh formhór na dteaghaisí as adhmad agus tuí, bhí faitíos i gcónaí roimh 
thine. Seans gurb iad tinte na Gaillimhe i 1412 agus 1473 a d’áitigh ar dhaoine tógáil 
le cloch den chuid is mó as sin amach. D’fhás an baile agus faoi thús na 1500idí bhí 
thart ar 2000 duine ina gcónaí laistigh de bhallaí an bhaile nó in aice láimhe. 

I 1484, bhronn Risteard III (1452-1485), Rí Shasana, cairt ionchorprúcháin ar Ghail-
limh inar tugadh cead do na saoránaigh a méara agus a mbardas féin a thoghadh le 
bheith freagrach as rialú an bhaile. Bhí Gaillimh coinnithe go maith ag an mBardas. I 
1505, bhí codanna de na sráideanna pábháilte agus duine ar bith a bhí sásta bruscar 
a bheith caite ar aghaidh a gcuid tithe, cuireadh fíneáil orthu. Thugtaí galair isteach 
go minic sa bhaile ar na longa trádála, agus choinnigh na húdaráis i gcoraintín iad 
uaireanta. 

Bhí trádáil nó ceird de chineál éigin ar siúl ag formhór na saoránach. Bhí na margaí 
ar siúl go rialta agus ba é cros an mhargaidh an áit ina ndearnadh fógraí poiblí frei-
sin agus seans an áit inar cuireadh pionóis ar dhaoine go poiblí. Rialaigh an Bardas 
gach gné de shaol an bhaile, síos go dtí na héadaí ba cheart do dhaoine a chaitheamh 
agus an chaoi ar cheart dóibh (nó nár cheart dóibh) sult a bhaint as an saol. Chuir 
fodhlí ó 1528 fíneáil ar shaoránaigh ar rugadh orthu ag imirt ‘cártaí, dísle, táblaí’ agus 
d’ordaigh fodhlí eile ó 1522 gur cheart d’fhear ‘a bheola uachtair a bhearradh gach 
seachtain’ in ionad croiméal a fhás ar nós mar a rinne na Gaeil. 

Saol an Bhaile
Town Life

The medieval town of Galway was essentially an English 
colony in an area surrounded by Gaelic Irish. 
Each settler or ‘burgess’ was given a plot of land (a burgage plot) on which to build a 
house (facing the street) with an area behind for outbuildings and a garden. By the 
late 1320s there were over 200 burgesses in the town. 

At a time when most dwellings were built of wood and thatch, the great fear was 
always fire. It was probably the Galway fires of 1412 and 1473 that convinced people 
to build mainly in stone thereafter. The town grew until by the early 1500s some 
2000 people lived within the town walls or close by. 

In 1484, Richard III (1452-1485), King of England, granted to Galway a charter of 
incorporation which allowed its citizens to elect their own mayor and corporation 
to be responsible for the governance of the town. Galway was well maintained by 
its Corporation. In 1505, parts of the streets were paved and anybody letting refuse 
build up in front of their house was fined. Disease was often brought into the town 
by trading ships, which were sometimes quarantined by the authorities. 

Most citizens practised some form of trade or craft. Markets were held regularly and 
the market cross was also where public announcements were made and possibly 
where public punishments were carried out. The Corporation governed all aspects 
of town life, down to what people should wear and how they should (or should not) 
enjoy themselves. A byelaw of 1528 placed a fine on citizens found playing ‘cards, 
dyce, tabulls’ while another from 1522 stipulated a man should ‘shave his upper lipe 
weekly’ instead of growing a moustache in the Gaelic fashion. 

‘No man shall build, make or repayre any 
strawe or tache house, for fear of fyre, no 
nigher the town walles than fourteen feet, 
unless they be covered with sklatts…’ 
Fodhlí ó 1521
Byelaw of 1521

Thíos - Stíl Ghaelach 
B’fhurasta na Gaeil a aithint lena stíleanna gruaige agus lena 
gcroiméil. Bhí cosc orthu dul isteach thar bhallaí an bhaile. 
Líníocht chomhaimseartha le Albrecht Durer

Below - Gaelic Irish Style
Hair styles and moustaches made Gaelic Irish people easily 
identifiable. They were forbidden from entering the town walls.
Contemporary drawing by Albrecht Durer

Thíos - Risteard III
Le Caoinchead An Gailearaí Portráide Náisiúnta, Londain

Right - Richard III
Courtesy of National Portrait Gallery, London

Thuas - Athchruthú ar dhíonta Ghaillimh na Meánaoise
Tógtha ón athchruthú fíorúil ar Bhaile Mór na Gaillimhe arna 

chruthú ag RealSim mar chuid den taispeántas seo.

Above - Medieval Galway rooftops reconstruction
Taken from the virtual reconstruction of Galway Town

created by RealSim as part of this exhibition.


