Fas an Bhaile
Growth of the Town

Bhi rath ar Ghaillimh le linn thréimhse na meanaoise de Galway prospered during the medieval period as it
réir mar a bhunaigh sé é féin mar phriomhbhaile tradala established itself as the main trading town in the west
iarthar na hEireann. of Ireland.
Bhunaigh ceannaithe na Gaillimhe, iad siud 6 theaghlaigh na dTreibheanna don chuid The Galway merchants, mainly those from the Tribes’ families, established trading
IS MO, naisc tradala le Sasana, an Spainn, an Fhrainc, an lodail agus an Phortaingéil links with England, Spain, France, Italy and Portugal in the 1200s/1300s and later, in
sna 1200i/1300i agus, ar ball, sna 1500i/1600i, le criocha Mheiricea. the 1500s/1600s, with the Americas.
Rinneadh allmhairi, agus fion, salann agus iarann san aireamh, a mhalartu ar earrai Imports, including, wine, salt and iron were exchanged for goods such as hides, wool,
ar nos seithi, olann, craicne, éadach, éisc saillte agus geir. Rinne longa a gcuid earrai skins, cloth, salted fish and tallow. Ships loaded and unloaded their goods at the
a 16dail agus a dhilddail ar na céibheanna sa cheantar ar a dtugtar Margadh an Eisc qguays in the area now known as the Fishmarket Square. By the end of the 1200s,
anois. Faoi dheireadh na 1200i, bhi 6,600 seithe a n-onnmbhairiu in aghaidh na bliana. 6,600 hides were being exported annually. In 1615, over 1200 tuns™* of Spanish wine
Sa bhliain 1615, claraitear gur allmhairiodh breis agus 1200 tun™ d’fhion na Spainne is recorded as being imported to Galway.
go Gaillimh.
Local trade with the rural and mainly Gaelic Irish hinterland was vital to the
Bhi an tradail aitiuil leis an gculchrioch tuaithe agus Gaelach don chuid is mo fior- merchants as it allowed them to acquire goods such as hides and wool and to
riachtanach dos na ceannaithe toisc gur lig sé doibh earrai a fhail ar nos seithi agus circulate the imported products. Trade flourished between both, despite efforts by
olann agus chun na tairgi ollmhairithe a scaipeadh thart. Bhi borradh ar an tradail the administration to limit contact between the town and the native Gaelic Irish.
eatarthu, cé go ndearna an riarachan iarrachtai cosc a chur ar an dteagmhail an baile
agus na Gaeil. Some Galway merchants emigrated abroad to conduct their businesses. From 1630
merchants, such as the Blakes, settled in the West Indies establishing successful
Chuaigh roinnt de cheannaithe na Gaillimhe ar imirce chun gné a dhéanamh. O 1630 businesses and opening up Galway to the early tobacco import/export trade.
lonnaigh ceannaithe, ar nds na mBlacach, sna hindiacha Thiar ag bunu gnodlachtai
fonta agus ag oscailt na Gaillimh chuig an tradail ollmhairithe/ onnmhairithe luath sa From the mid 17th century onwards the level of trade in the town, both nationally
tobac. and internationally, declined following its surrender in 1651, again in 1691 and the
implementation of the Penal Laws. Under new Protestant rulers and subject to
O lar an 170 céad ar aghaidh thainig meath ar leibhéal na tradala sa bhaile, ndisiunta increased taxation, many merchants resorted to smuggling. This decline was not
agus idirnaisiunta araon, i ndiaidh do géilleadh i 1651, aris i 1691 agus le cur | reversed significantly until the 19th century and the industrialisation of the town.
bhfeidhm na bPéindlithe. Faoi na rialtoiri Protastunacha nua agus faoi chanacha
meéadaithe, chuaigh an-chuid ceannaithe le smuigleail. Nior thainig aon chulu ar an *Tun — large cask for wine holding c.256 gallons

meath seo go dti an 19U céad nuair a thainig forbairt tionsclaiochta ar an mbaile.

*Tun — casc mor d’fhion a choinnigh c.256 galun

Deiseal 6n mbarr ar chlé Clockwise from top left

Léarscail Gooche 1583 /e caoinchead Cartlanna Gooche map 1583 courtesy of National
Ndisiunta, An Riocht Aontaithe, |éarscail Bodley Archives, UK, Bodley map of Galway 1611, map
de Ghaillimh 1611, |éarscail de Ghaillimh 1651, of Galway 1651, OS map of Galway 1842
|éarscail OS de Ghaillimh 1842
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