
Riail agus Reacht 
Law and Order

Throughout most of the medieval period, Galway 
remained loyal to the English throne. 
The de Burgo family, original settlers in the town, retained their power and authority 
until 1396 when a royal charter issued by Richard II instructed that ‘a sovereign’ (a 
figure head) be elected annually, paving the way for the more prominent merchant 
or Tribes’ families to take over the administration of the town.

In 1484 the Charter of Incorporation granted by Richard III allowed citizens to 
elect their own mayor and corporation, who were henceforth responsible for the 
governance of the town. The first mayor, Pierce Lynch FitzJohn, was elected on 1 
August 1485. From then on, mayors tended to be elected from the merchant families. 
Byelaws issued by the Corporation regulated daily life in the town. The centre of local 
government was the Tholsel (Town Hall) which also contained the prison.

Crimes were dealt with in a court held regularly. One feature of the legal system, 
allowed citizens accused of breaking the law to go free if they could convince forty 
others (oath-helpers) to swear that they were innocent. Local folk tradition recounts 
one famous case, dating from 1493. It involved the chief magistrate, Mayor James 
Lynch Fitz Stephen who is reputed to have hanged his own son from a window after 
he was found guilty of murder.

From the mid-17th century onwards the Corporation was administered by the newly 
arrived English settlers. The Corporation was abolished in 1841 and was replaced by 
the Grand Jury of the County of the Town.

Explore our interactive Statute Book to learn more. 

Le linn an chuid ba mhó den tréimhse mheánaoiseach, 
d’fhan Gaillimh dílis do choróin Shasana. 
Choinnigh clann de Burgo, bun-chóilínigh sa bhaile a gcumhacht agus údarás go dtí 
1396 nuair a d’ordaigh cairt ríoga a d’eisigh Risteard II go dtoghfaí ‘sovereign (ceann 
fíorach) in aghaidh na bliana, rud a thug deis do theaghlaigh na gceannaithe móra nó 
na ‘Treibheanna’ riarachán an bhaile a ghlacadh chucu féin.

Sa bhliain 1484 thug Cairt an Ionchorpraithe, a bhronn Risteard III, cead do chathróirí 
a méara agus bardas féin a thoghadh, a bhí freagrach as riaradh an bhaile as sin 
amach. Toghadh an chéad méara, Pierce Lynch FitzJohn, ar an 1 Lúnasa 1485. Uaidh 
sin amach, is iondúil gur toghadh méaraí ó theaghlaigh na gceannaithe. Rinne 
fodhlithe a d’eisigh an Bardas go rialta an saol laethúil sa bhaile a rialú. Ba é an 
Thosel (Halla an Bhaile) croílár an rialtais áitiúil, agus bhí príosún ann freisin.

Déileáladh le coireanna i gcúirt a tionóladh go rialta. Bhí gné ann sa chóras dlí a 
cheadaigh cathróirí a cúisíodh i mbriseadh an dlí a scaoileadh saor dá mba rud é 
go bhféadfaidís áiteamh ar dhá scór duine eile (cúntóirí mionna) mionn a thabhairt 
go raibh siad neamhchiontach. Bhí cás cáiliúil ann sa bhéaloideas áitiúil, ón mbliain 
1493. Thug sé cur síos ar an bpríomh-ghiúistís, an Méara James Lynch Fitz Stephen, a 
deirtear a chroch a mhac féin i ndiaidh dó a bheith ciontaithe i ndúnmharú.

Ó lár an 17ú céad ar aghaidh bhí an Bardas á riaradh ag na cóilínigh Sasanacha 
nuathagtha. Cuireadh an Bardas ar ceal i 1841 agus tháinig Ard-Ghiúiré Chontae an 
Bhaile ina áit.

Déan iniúchadh ar ár Leabhar Reachtanna idirghníomhach thíos chun tuilleadh a 
fháil amach. 

Thuas - Seanfhuinneog Chuimhneacháin Uí Loinsigh
Íomhá ó chárta poist c.1900 ó fhuinneog chuimhneacháin Uí 

Loinsigh, Sráid an Mhargaidh, a tógadh in 1854. 
Le Caoinchead Paul Duffy

Above - Old Lynch Memorial Window
Postcard image c.1900 of the Lynch memorial window,

Market Street erected in 1854.
Courtesy of Paul Duffy

‘That whatsoever countryman 
shall spoyle, robb or wounde 
any of the inhabitants of this 
town, either by lande or water, 
shall have no priviledge in no 
man’s house within this towne, 
unless for debte.’ 
Fodhlí ó 1529
Byelaw of 1529


