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This exhibition features the story of the iconic 
stone monuments that mark Galway as a 
place of rich artistic and architectural vision 
and tradition from 1100 BC to AD 1750.
It explores the striking design and craft sensibility that saw a 
range of remarkable buildings – from the stone forts on the Aran 
Islands, to the early church and monastic sites, to the carved stone 
buildings of the medieval city of Galway – appear across the rural 
and urban landscapes. 

Bearing witness to the imagination, skill and talent of these artists and 
makers, the exhibition also presents important objects associated with 
these monuments from the prehistoric finds at Dún Aonghasa on the 
Aran Islands to the more ornate objects from medieval Galway City, 
displaying the wealth of the merchant families.

Sa taispeántas seo tá scéal na 
séadchomharthaí cloiche suntasacha a 
tharraingíonn cáil ar Ghaillimh mar áit ina 
raibh fís agus traidisiún saibhir ealaíne agus 
ailtireachta ó 1100 RC go dtí AD 1750.
Déantar iniúchadh sa taispeántas ar an mothálacht dearaidh 
agus ceardaíochta den scoth lenar bhfacthas raon foirgneamh 
breá – ó na dúin chloiche ar Oileáin Árann, go dtí na láithreacha 
luath eaglaise agus mainistreach, agus foirgnimh chloiche snoite 
chathair mheánaoiseach na Gaillimhe – agus iad le feiceáil ar fud na 
dtírdhreach tuaithe agus cathrach. 

Agus samhlaíocht, scil agus tallann na n-ealaíontóirí agus na 
ndéantóirí sin le feiceáil, cuirtear réada tábhachtacha a bhaineann 
leis na séadchomharthaí seo i láthair sa taispeántas freisin, ón ábhar 
réamhstairiúil ar thángthas air ag Dún Aonghasa ar Oileáin Árann go 
dtí na réadaí níos ornáidí ó Chathair mheánaoiseach na Gaillimhe, rud 
a léiríonn saibhreas na dteaghlach trádála.

‘The scale and splendour of some monuments proclaim 
the power and status of the individuals and communities 

who build them. Their size and permanence is often 
deliberately enhanced by their topographical setting. 

They marked the land and transformed the natural 
world and their dominance will have influenced the 

daily lives of those who lived in or around them giving 
special significance to the wider landscape.’ 

Claire Cotter, Stiúrthóir Thogra Dhúnfoirt Chloiche an
Iarthair agus na tochailtí ag Dún Aonghasa, Oileáin Árann.

Claire Cotter, Director of the Western Stone Forts Project
and the excavations at Dún Aonghasa, Aran Islands.

Tugaimid cuireadh duit na
radhairc tíre seo a iniúchadh.

We invite you to explore
these landscapes.

Thuas - ‘A Prospect of Gallway’ leis an gCaptaen Thomas Phillips, c. 1685 
Radharc ar Ghaillimh ar Abhainn na Gaillimhe, Éire, ag taispeáint ballaí na cathrach. 
Leabharlann Náisiúnta na hÉireann. An Roinn Lámhscríbhinní.
Le Caoinchead Leabharlann Náisiúnta na hÉireann

Above - ‘A Prospect of Gallway’ by Captain Thomas Phillips, c. 1685
View of Galway on the Corrib River, Ireland, showing the city walls.
National Library of Ireland. Department of Manuscripts.
Courtesy of National Library of Ireland


