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The huge growth in the population of Galway 
that has taken place since the 1960s is 
evident in the new housing estates, industrial 
estates and road networks that extend the 
built-up area to the north, east and west of 
the medieval and early modern city, and 
south of the suburb of the Claddagh. But 
what is remarkable is how much of the city’s 
history can be read from the air: William 
O’Brien Bridge on the site of the first bridge, 
St Nicholas’s parish church at the primary 
intersection of the medieval town, the great 
thoroughfare of Bóthar Mór leading into 
Eyre Square and crossing into William Street 
where the Great Gate once stood, the commercial docks 
on the former strand and linking up with the great canal 
works of the mid-19th century, and the Catholic cathedral 
where the county and town gaols once stood.

Is léir an fás ollmhór ar dhaonra na Gaillimhe 
ó na 1960í ach amharc ar na heastáit nua 
tithíochta agus tionsclaíochta agus na gréasáin 
bóithre a chuireann síneadh leis an limistéar 
foirgnithe taobh ó thuaidh, thoir agus thiar 
den chathair mar a bhí sí sa mheánaois agus 
sa nua-aois luath, agus taobh ó dheas den 
Chladach freisin. Is suntasach, mar sin féin, 
an oiread de stair na cathrach atá le feiceáil ón 
aer: Droichead William O’Brien mar a raibh 
an chéad droichead, eaglais San Nioclás ag 
an bpríomh-chrosbhealach a bhí sa bhaile 
meánaoiseach, an Bóthar Mór ag teacht 
isteach san Fhaiche Mhór agus ag bualadh le 

Sráid Liam mar a mbíodh an Geata Mór tráth, na duganna 
tráchtála san áit a mbíodh an trá agus nasc déanta idir iad 
agus an chanáil a tógadh i lár an 19ú haois, an Ard-Eaglais 
Chaitliceach san áit a mbíodh na príosúin contae agus baile.

This exhibition is based on the contents of Irish Historic Towns Atlas, no. 28, Galway, by Jacinta Prunty and Paul Walsh, which was published by the Royal Irish Academy and launched in 
Galway City Museum on 1 November 2016. This atlas is for sale in local bookshops for €35 or online from www.ria.ie. 

Text and choice of images by authors Jacinta Prunty and Paul Walsh. Co-ordinated by Brendan McGowan (Galway City Museum), Sarah Gearty and Jennifer Moore (Irish Historic Towns 
Atlas, Royal Irish Academy). Translation by Charles Dillon (Foclóir na Nua-Ghaeilge, Royal Irish Academy). Design by Fidelma Slattery, Royal Irish Academy. 
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