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The Claddagh, 
a place apart

An Cladach, 
áit ar leith

Th e Claddagh, map of 1839 overlaid on modern OSI base 
Fig. 7, IHTA, no. 28, Galway/Gaillimh

Top, right: Th e Claddagh, looking west, c. 1930
Private collection
Plate 6, IHTA, no. 28, Galway/Gaillimh

Bott om, right: Claddagh Bridge and the Fish Market, 
looking south-east, c. 1885. NLI, Lawrence Collection, 
STP_1913. 
Plate 5, IHTA, no. 28, Galway/Gaillimh

With its short rows of whitewashed thatched houses 
set between Fairhill Road and the river, the fi shing 
suburb of the Claddagh was always something of a 
place apart. Th e fi sh market, where the catch was sold, 
was an open space on the town side, and reached by 
boat only until a temporary wooden bridge was erected 
in 1850 (for another purpose entirely). By the start of 
the 20th century, when few could support their families 
from fi shing alone and there was litt le opportunity 
locally for the numbers who sought work, the area was 
notoriously decayed. Th e new housing built during 
the 1930s and 1940s by the local authority transformed 
much of the Claddagh, though the curved wall of the 
graveyard at Fairhill Road and the Dominican church 
that serves the parish are among the reminders of its 
very early origins.

Ba áit ar leith riamh é an Cladach, bruachbhaile 
iascaireachta ina raibh tithe beaga aoldaite ceann tuí 
in aice a chéile idir Bóthar Chnoc an Dalláin agus 
an abhainn. Ba spás oscailte é margadh na n-iasc ar 
thaobh an bhaile, agus níorbh fh éidir dul ann ach ar 
bhád go dtí gur tógadh droichead adhmaid i 1850 (agus 
sin ar chúis eile ar fad). Faoi thús an 20ú haois, tráth 
nárbh fh éidir le mórán teacht i dtír ar an iascaireacht 
amháin agus nach raibh deis san áit dóibh siúd go léir 
ar theastaigh obair uathu, tháinig meath ar an gceantar. 
Tógadh tithe nua le linn na 1930í agus na 1940í, rud a 
chur crot nua ar an gCladach, ach tugann balla cuartha 
na reilige ar Bhóthar Chnoc an Dalláin agus eaglais na 
nDoiminiceach, a dhéanann freastal ar an bparóiste, 
stair na háite chun cuimhne.
nDoiminiceach, a dhéanann freastal ar an bparóiste, 
stair na háite chun cuimhne.
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