
Keepers
of the Gael

Find and follow the trees numbered  
1 to 14, and work together to find the 
answers. You’ll need to search, look, 

draw, imagine and even make sounds.

Families: Ages 
8+ with parent/
guardian

Schools: 3rd to 
6th classes with 
teacher/leader

Museum
Explorers



Museum Explorers – Keepers of the Gael
Fáilte! This activity sheet takes you through the Keepers of the Gael 
exhibition that explores Gaelic life and culture between 1200 and 
1600 AD. Start on the first floor at the top of the stairs and then 
continue through the doors and into the main exhibition gallery

1 Find and name the seven different kinds of animals in the exhibition space at the top of 
the stairs. Make the sound of your favourite of animal – but don’t frighten our visitors!

Answer:

2 How did Goídel get his nickname Glas, meaning ‘green’?

Answer:

3 What were quern stones used for? Turning the stone was hard 
work. Act out how you would use a quern stone. How long do 

you think you could do this before your arms started to ache?

Answer:

4 An archaeologist digs to find out what the people of the past were like and how they 
lived. Count the number of archaeologists that are digging at Drumclay crannóg?

Answer:

5 This cow horn is more than 400 years old. It was used as a trumpet on the battle field. 
What do you think it might have sounded like? Have a go at making the sound – don’t be 

shy! Look carefully to find the pattern around the rim of the cow horn? How do you think the 
patterns were made? Have a go at drawing the pattern below or make up your own pattern.



6 Look carefully at the carved figure of the bearded man. Add in the details of his eyes, 
hair, beard and cap below. Pull a face like the carved figure.

7 How many people are at the Gaelic feast? 
Can you identify the chief, the monk, the poet, the musician, the butcher and the cook? 
Sketch and colour your favourite character from the scene.

8 Name three of the Gaelic Arts?  
Which would you like to do and why?

Answer:



9 Look carefully to find the name and the year on the wooden drinking vessel (mether) and 
add it to the drawing below. Does it remind you of a famous GAA trophy? 

10 The outside of the mether is covered with symbols. Look carefully to see if you can 
find any planetary or astrological symbols and circle them below.

11 Gaelic society had its own system of law.  
What was it ‘commonly known as’?

Answer:



12 This centrepiece from an arched window shows a man playing the bagpipes and a dog 
dancing to the music. Draw what you see, or instead draw your favourite musical 

instrument and animal. 

13 How many strings can you count in the photograph of the Trinity Harp in the booth? 
Enjoy the harp music while counting! 

Answer:

14 What were the 5 main religious orders found in late medieval Ireland? Try to 
pronounce their names.

Answer:

You’ve completed the Keepers of the Gael trail! 
You’ve travelled through 400 years of Irish history and explored what life was like in Gaelic 
Ireland. How did you do? 

1-4: Kern 
5-8: Head Scribe 
9-11: Court Poet 
12-14: Clan Chieftain


