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 The Galway Sword and Mace
 BY G. A. HAYES-McCOY, M.A., Ph.D., D.Litt., M.R.I.A.

 The Galway civic sword and mace are among the finest specimens of municipal
 corporation insignia in Ireland; the sword, in particular, is noteworthy and can be
 compared with the best of the civic swords in these islands.

 The sword dates from the seventeenth century, the mace from the beginning of
 the eighteenth. They were in use as symbols of authority until the supersession
 of the old corporation by the Galway Town Commissioners in the second quarter
 of the last century.1 They were then, seemingly, presented to Edmond Blake of
 Furbough (1803-1895), the last of the old mayors, as some compensation for his
 loss of office. Edmond Blake submitted a claim for compensation to a meeting of
 the Town Commissioners held on 25 November 1841. It was referred to a special
 committee which had been 'appointed to consider such claims'. This committee,
 at a meeting held on 28 February 1842, resolved that Edmond Blake was entitled
 to some compensation; but they could not determine how much, and they requested
 further instructions from the Town Commissioners. The Commissioners were in
 no such doubt. On 9 March following they rejected the mayor's claim.2

 The sword and mace were held subsequently in the Blake family. In 1901, when
 they were illustrated in a Galway publication, it was said that they were 'carefully
 preserved by the surviving members of the family of the last Mayor of Galway' ;3

 1 The old corporation was abolished by the Act 3 & 4 Victoria, c. 108, ,An Act for the Regulation
 of Municipal Corporations in Ireland, 10 August 1840, section XIII of which laid down that 'the
 Body or reputed Body Corporate ... in connection with the Borough of Galway shall be dissolved'.
 The Act came into force in 1841 (section CCXI). The Galway Town Commissioners assumed
 their responsibility in 1836.

 2 Minutes of the Galway Town Commissioners under dates referred to. The minutes of this
 body for the years 1836 to 1845 are preserved in the Library of University College, Galway. The
 Report of the Commissioners appointed to inquire into the Municipal Corporations in Ireland,
 1835 (Parliamentary Reports, 1835, Vol. XXVII, p. 324) says in regard to the mayor's office in

 Galway that it was 'attended with considerable trouble and responsibility, without any adequate
 pecuniary remuneration'. Section CCVI of the Act 3 & 4 Vict., c. 108 provided for the compensation
 of former officers of corporations on removal. The Athy mace was presented to John Butler,
 Sovereign of that town, when Athy corporation was dissolved in 1841?J. R. Garstin, Irish State
 and Civic Maces, Swords, and other Insignia of Office, chiefly those in the Exhibition of the Arts and
 Crafts Society of Ireland at Dublin, 1895-96, reprinted from The Journal of the Arts and Crafts
 Society of Ireland, I, No. 2, 1898, p. 17 (hereafter quoted as Garstin).

 3 The Galliv, published by the Bazaar Committee, Saint Augustine's Convent, Galway, 1901,
 p. 70, with illustration facing. The inscriptions on both sword and mace are transcribed (not
 altogether accurately) in this publication. The sword and mace were again illustrated in the Illustrated
 and Descriptive Souvenir of Galway City, published by the Forthill Bazaar Committee (the successors
 to the above named body) in 1915. The surviving members of Edmocd's family in 1901 were his
 window, Anne, daughter of Christopher St. George of Tyrone, County Galway (who died in 1904)
 and his only child, a daughter Anne?M. J. Blake, Blake Family Records, 2nd Series (1600-1700),
 p. 223.

This content downloaded from 52.211.147.248 on Wed, 01 Apr 2020 15:18:06 UTC
All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms



 16 GALWAY ARCILEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY

 a show case had been specially made to contain them.4 They were included in the
 group of exhibits assembled by the Galway Archaeological and Historical Society
 for the Galway Exhibition of 1908, having been lent for the occasion by Miss Anne
 Blake, the daughter of Edmond.5

 In 1938, following unsuccessful efforts to have them retained in Galway or else
 acquired as examples of historic Irish silverwork by the National Museum of Ireland,
 the sword and mace were sold in Christie's for inclusion in the celebrated collection

 of the late William Randolph Hearst.6 Mr. Hearst, however, shortly before his
 death, expressed a wish that they should be returned to Galway, the muni
 cipal corporation having meanwhile (1937) been restored. The wish was generously
 implemented, and in 1960 the Hearst Foundation presented the sword and mace
 to the town.7 They are now fittingly preserved in Galway and are here described
 and published by permission of the Mayor and Borough Council.

 CIVIC SWORDS

 Civic swords and maces are symbols of a local jurisdiction which is derived from
 the central authority, that is, the crown. Maces, which were originally weapons,
 are staves of authority. Swords symbolise the legitimate use of force. Swords and
 maces of state were first carried by the king's servants as symbols of the immediate
 authority of the king himself; in this category are the state sword assumed by the
 successive Irish viceroys of the past and the maces which continue to be used in the
 British Houses of Lords and Commons.8 As time went on, the mayors and bailiffs

 4 Cf. The Galway Reader, I, No. 4, pp. 44 ff.
 5 This Journal, V, p. 188. They were listed in the catalogue of exhibits as 'Mace and Sword of

 the Mayors of Galway, 1660'.
 6 They are described and illustrated in the printed catalogue of Christie's sale of 14 December

 1938.
 7 For the presentation see The Connacht Tribune, 5 November 1960 and The Galway Observer

 of the same date; and for the reception of the insignia in the town these two local newspapers under
 date 21 January 1961. The sword and mace were presented to Mr. James Redington, Mayor of
 Galway, in New York by Mrs. Millicent Hearst, widow of the late William Randolph Hearst, on
 behalf of the Hearst Foundation and, having been brought to Ireland, were handed over to the
 Mayor and Borough Council by the Taoiseach, Mr. Sean Lemass, at a meeting of the Council
 held in University College, Galway on 19 January 1961.

 8 The Irish state sword formerly preserved in Dublin Castle is described in Garstin, p. 50. See
 also J. T. Gilbert, History of the Viceroys of Ireland, p. 34. This was the sword which, on the famous
 occasion in 1534, Silken Thomas threw on the council table. When Lord Deputy Sussex came to
 Galway in July 1558 and went in procession to Saint Nicholas's church the sword of state was
 carried in front of him by Sir George Stanley, the Knight Marshal?Carew papers, Lambeth Palace
 Library, Vol. 621, p. 20a. The two maces of the old Irish Houses of Parliament are still preserved
 in Dublin, that of the Lords in the National Museum and that of the Commons in the Bank of
 Ireland. One of the illustrations in J. Derricke's Image of Ireland (1581) shows a sword and mace
 both carried by mounted men in the Lord Deputy's train. The sword is the sword of state. This
 illustration shows how the state sword and mace were carried in Galway in 1558.
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 PLATE IV
 THE GALWAY SWORD: THE ORIGINAL FITTINGS OF THE

 SCABBARD
 A. The front of the locket, showing the arms of Galway.
 B. The back of the locket, with the 1660 inscription.
 C. The front of the chape, with the 1755 inscription.
 D. The back of the chape with the 1756 inscription.

 The Peter Strubbers inscription lies under the bands of zig-zag
 ornament which extend across the bottom of the chape. The photographs
 of the fittings are not to a common scale.
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 PLATE V
 THE GALWAY SWORD: THE WILLIAM AND MARY FITTINGS

 ON THE SCABBARD
 A. The front, showing the original inscription.
 B. The back, with the later inscriptions.
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 PLATE VI

 THE GALWAY SWORD: THE 19th CENTURY INSCRIPTION ON
 THE SCABBARD
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 THE GALWAY SWORD AND MACE 17

 of towns acquired swords and maces of their own, some of them following charter
 grants, others by mere assumption without specific authority. These were borne
 before the dignitaries concerned when they went in procession or were prominently
 displayed in their presence when they acted otherwise in their official capacity.

 The custom of carrying a sword before the king of England dates from early
 Norman times. The privilege was extended by the king, first to the great lords, the
 earls with palatine rank, and then, by the fourteenth century, to the mayors of
 certain towns. Where the privilege of having a sword was conferred by charter or
 other grant the weapon frequently bore the royal arms, doubtless to mark it for
 what it was, the king's sword.9 It appears that by 1400 seven cities in England had
 swords. Of these, there is no evidence of when or by what authority London,
 Coventry and Bristol acquired swords; Lincoln, York and Chester were given them
 directly by the king; Newcastle was granted its sword by charter in 1391, the earliest
 recorded grant of its kind. There are now thirty-two or thirty-three cities and
 towns in England which possess civic swords. Two of these weapons date from the
 fourteenth century, twelve from the fifteenth, four or five from the sixteenth, and
 fourteen from the seventeenth.10

 The first mention of an Irish civic sword so far recorded occurs in 1403 when
 the charter granted by Henry IV to the city of Dublin provided for the carrying of
 'a gilded sword' before the mayor 'in honour of the king and of his faithful subjects
 of the city of Dublin in the same manner as the sword is borne before the Mayor
 of London'.11 The Dublin sword was, according to a record of 1609, 'daily carried
 before the mayor*, being borne sheathed by the 'Gladifer Civitatis'.12 It figured
 in the riot in the Tholsel in 1612 when, because of religious differences, feelings
 ran high during the election of the parliamentary representatives. Some of those

 9 Some swords were presented directly to towns by the king, and all of these presumably bore
 the royal arms. The Galway sword although it was called the king's sword and was carried pursuant
 of charter permission, does not bear the royal arms.

 10 For the English civic swords see L. Jewitt and W. H. St. John Hope, The Corporation Plate and
 Insignia of Office of the cities and towns of England and Wales {1895) and C. J. Jackson, Illustrated
 History of English Plate, II, pp. 1011, 1047 ff. (Hereafter quoted as Jackson.) For a fine account
 of the Chester sword see C. Blair, 'The Chester Civic Sword' in The Cheshire Historian, No. 3 (1953).

 11 J. T. Gilbert (Editor), Calendar of Ancient Records of Dublin, I, pp. 27,42, 73. W. G. Strickland,
 'The Civic Insignia of Dublin', Journal of the Royal Society of Antiquaries of Ireland, LII, pp. 117 ff.

 Dublin has now two civic swords?(1) A sword with a double-edged blade 36 inches long (which
 may be that of the original fifteenth century sword) and a later silver gilt pommel bearing the city
 arms and a device of a crowned harp. The guard is not unlike that of the Galway sword. Strickland
 believed that the hilt was of late seventeenth century date. (2) A sword with a double-edged blade
 42 inches long, bearing two armourer's marks, Strickland believed that this sword was provided
 for the city in the reign of Charles II, but the scabbard contains, as well as the arms of William III,
 some decorations which seem to have been taken from an earlier sword.

 18 Strickland, op. cit., p. 118.
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 18 GALWAY ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY

 mayor took it up, however, and went with it to the Lord Deputy, Sir Arthur
 present 'offered to lay hands on the king's sword that was before the mayor*. The
 Chichester, who apparently sheltered him.13 It figured again at the installation of
 a new mayor in 1633 when Wentworth, later Earl of Strafford, the viceroy, received
 it, in accordance with custom, from the outgoing mayor and delivered it again to
 the incoming one after he had duly subscribed to the oath acknowledging the king's
 supreme spiritual authority and the oath of the mayoralty. This was the celebrated
 occasion on which Wentworth reminded the Dublin recorder that Ireland was a
 conquered nation and that the king might give the Irish what laws he pleased, a
 statement afterwards made an article of his indictment in 1641.14

 In course of time other Irish towns acquired swords and customs similar to these
 came to be attached to them. Drogheda was given the right to have a sword by
 statute in 1469.15 Waterford acquired a sword in the reign of Henry VIII.16 The
 Limerick charter of 1575 (renewed in 1582) authorised the carrying of 'a sword with
 fit scabbard, and adorned with our ensign'?that is, Queen Elizabeth I's arms or

 13 J. T. Gilbert, Calendar of Ancient Records of Dublin, III, p. xxii.

 14 Ibid., Ill, p. xx. As well as the city sword Wentworth also received and gave back again the
 mayor's white staff of office.

 15 8 Edward IV, c. 58. A patent was issued accordingly on 12 July 1469 and confirmed by charter
 on 19 February 1470?J. D'Alton, The History of Drogheda, I, p. 179. See also Journal of the Royal
 Society of Antiquaries of Ireland, XXVII (1897), p. 100. D'AMton, op. cit., I, p. 200 says that King
 William III presented to the Drogheda city Assembly 'a sword of state and scabbard, silver gilt,
 with the royal arms attached'. The present civic sword of Drogheda may be described as follows?
 Sword: Blade 32? inches long, double edged and with a slight fuller, bearing a wolf mark and one
 other mark (or possibly two). Hilt made up of silver gilt quillons curving upward and decorated
 with a foliage design; a grip of wood covered with cloth; a disc pommel made of silver gilt plates
 and bearing incised on one side the crest of the town, Scabbard: Covered with cloth and bound in
 silver gilt with a locket and chape (each with foliage design), two clasps (each bearing a crowned
 rose), and three more clasps (each bearing the royal arms of the Stuart arrangement, 1603-1689).
 There is neither inscription nor other mark. This sword appears to be that mentioned by D'Alton,
 but it seems earlier than the reign of William. The three clasps with the royal arms were put on
 before William's time. The pommel, quillons, locket, chape and two Tudor rose clasps seem all
 to match and may be the fittings of an original sixteenth century sword. No part of the sword seems
 to be as early as the fifteenth century.

 16 P. M. Egan, History, Guide and Directory of Waterford, pp. 44 f. There are now two civic
 swords in Waterford: (1) A two-hander sword with a double-edged, unmarked blade 43 inches long
 and with a ricasso and parierhaken (lugs or projections from the sides of the blade) like the late
 fifteenth or sixteenth century continental Zweihdnder. This weapon has straight brass (or partly
 bronze) quillons and a brass pommel of truncated cone shape. The wooden grip is covered in gilt
 bronze and, outside that, in silver openwork; it bears the letters V.O.P. and M.M.D. and the royal
 arms of the Tudor sovereigns. These arms and the Tudor rose crowned appear also on the chape
 of the scabbard. This sword, together with a hat of maintenance, is said to have been presented
 to the city by Henry VIII; the weapon and the clasp and chape of the scabbard (but perhaps not the
 locket) appear to be of that date. (2) A smallei sword with a steel pommel, steel quillons with
 spoon-shaped terminals and a plain, brass-covered grip; the scabbard has a locket which closely
 resembles the clasp on the first sword mentioned above. It is claimed that this sword was presented
 to Waterford by King John, but it must, of course, be much later.
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 THE GALWAY SWORD AND MACE 19

 badge ? before the mayor 'in all places within the walls . . . and suburbs*.17 The
 Kilkenny charter of 1609 permitted the mayor 'to have a sword carried before him
 . . . within the said city, and the county of the said city at [his] will and pleasure,
 in such manner and form as is used in any other city or cities before any mayor or
 mayors within the . . . Kingdom of Ireland'*.18 The Derry sword dates from 1662,
 or soon after, authority to bear it having been given by the charter of that year.19
 The Carrickfergus sword was presented to the corporation of that borough by
 Colonel Robert Gardner in 1712.20

 From the beginning, the Irish civic swords, like their English counterparts, were
 regarded as symbols of dignity and authority which should be displayed on formal
 occasions, particularly on occasions of religious ceremony or of the assertion of
 civic rights, and at times of riot or tumult. We have seen something of these usages
 in respect of the Dublin sword. It was ordered in Kilkenny in 1638 that the sword
 and maces of that city 'shall be carried before the mayor at the burial of aldermen
 and their wives'.21 Supports or 'bearors* for the sword and great mace were erected
 at the corporation expense in the Kilkenny churches of Saint Canice's and Saint
 Mary's in 1709.22 The Dublin sword was carried in 1603, and no doubt at other

 17 M. Lenihan, Limerick, its History and Antiquities, pp. 100, 699 f. Sexten's contemporary
 Annals (quoted by Lenihan) say that in 1575 *a swoord [wasj granttd and borne before the maior'.
 The Arthur MS. (similarly quoted) says that in 1575 the Queen sent by Sir Henry Sidney 'a royal
 sword, to be borne before the magistrates for the greater honour' [sic], Garstin, facing p. 33,
 illustrates the Limerick sword, a weapon with a blade 44 inches long, straight quillons of iron or
 steel gilt, decorated with an embossed pattern and curving upward at the terminals, and with a
 fleur-de-lis on the langet.

 18 J. G. A. Prim, 'The Corporation Insignia and Olden Civic State of Kilkenny' in Journal of
 the Royal Society of Antiquaries of Ireland, XI (1870-71), pp. 280 ff. Garstin, p. 27. P. M. Egan,
 Illustrated Guide to the City and County of Kilkenny, pp. 110 f. The Kilkenny sword, illustrated in
 Prim, op. cit, facing p. 296, has a blade 35 inches long, a silver mounted hilt, and a scabbard bearing
 the following: a locket displaying the royal arms, presumably of James I, and the arms of Kilkenny;
 a chape bearing a rose Ciowned; three clasps. There are inscriptions on the scabbard recording the
 repair of the sword and mace in 1743, the endowment of the charter school and introduction of
 linen manufacture in 1742, and the opening of new markets in 1862 and 1863.

 19 Journal of the Royal Society of Antiquaries of Ireland, VII (1862-63), pp. 386 ff. Derry has for
 long possessed two swords: (1) A sword with a blade marked ANDREA FERARA (see Wallace
 Collection, London, Catalogues: European Arms and Armour, Part II, No. 417) and otherwise plain.
 (2) A double-hander sword with a blade 37 inches long (bearing an armourer's mark), ornamented
 brass quillons inclined upwards, a disc pommel inscribed LONDONDERRE and an ornamental
 scabbard bound in silver gilt. This second sword is said traditionally to have belonged originally
 to Cahir O'Doherty of Inishowen, who rebelled and was killed in 1608.

 80 S. M'Skimin, History and Antiquities of Carrickfergus, pp. 69 f. Garstin, p. 22. Gardner also
 presented the Carrickfergus mace. The hilt of the sword is silver gilt, bearing the London hallmarks
 for 1712-13 and the arms and monogram of Queen Anne.

 ? J. G, A. Prim, op. cit., p. 282.

 " Ibid., p. 299. In Carrickfergus the mayor, aldermen, burgesses and sword-bearer had special
 seats in the parish church?M'Skimin, op. cit., p. 43, Doubtless this was so also in the other towns.
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 20 GALWAY ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY

 dates, when the mayor and his train rode the franchises. It was carried with scru
 pulous care along the city boundary. In one instance where a house stood on this
 boundary the sword was passed in at one window of it, carried across the floor
 and brought out again at another window so that it might in fact be said to have
 been borne along the actual limit of the city franchise.23 In Dublin also in 1531
 when a riot took place between soldiers and city apprentices the mayor went out to
 quell it 'with the King's sword drawn'.24 In Waterford in 1609 the bishop 'would
 in nowise suffer the mayor to bear up his sword within the precinct of the cathedral
 church'. Although the mayor and citizens were 'all Papists and recusants' they
 complained loudly to Sir John Davies, the Attorney General, against the bishop,
 'affirming that he goes about to erect a papacy in Waterford, in that he will not
 admit the King's sword into his liberties'. They demanded that Davies and his
 suite, who were 'the King's officers', should 'maintain the temporal sword against
 the usurpation of the clergy'.26

 Each of the towns which had a sword paid a swordbearer to carry it, and usually
 gave him other duties to perform as well. The Dublin swordbearer, who was paid
 ?10 a year in 1570, later assayed tanned leather and valued and appraised all goods
 for sale in the city; he was also clerk of the cornmarket and master of ceremonies.26
 Kilkenny appointed a swordbearer in 1609, immediately following receipt of the
 charter giving permission to have a sword. In 1620 the council paid for a gown
 for him. In 1658 his salary was ?8 a year, with perquisites.27 From time to time
 most of the city councils paid for repairs to their swords. Occasionally ornaments
 and inscriptions were added to them.28

 The custom of carrying these swords has, in some instances, been continued in
 Ireland down to modern times. In Dublin particularly the civic sword has been
 seen on occasion, borne point upward before the Lord Mayor in observance of a
 tradition more than five hundred years old, a tradition that seems all the more
 precious now that its symbolism can indicate nothing more than local distinctiveness.29

 88 J. T. Gilbert (Editor), Calendar of Ancient Records of Dublin, I, pp. 194 ff.
 84 J. Warburton, T. Whitelaw and R. Walsh, History of the City of Dublin, I, p. 188.
 86 Sir John Davies to Salisbury, 10 June 1609?Cal. S. P., Ireland, 1608-10, p. 214. Unfortunately

 Davies does not say how he solved the problem.
 28 Strickland, op. cit., p. 118. Garstin, p. 9. The Dublin swordbearer is the only one mentioned

 in the Irish municipal corporations Act of 1840.
 87 Prim, op. cit., pp. 282 ff. Garstin, p. 27.
 28 For repairs to the Kilkenny sword see entries from the corporation books quoted by Prim,

 op. cit., pp. 297 ff. For added inscriptions cf. the examples from the Kilkenny sword mentioned
 above, p. 19 and from the Galway sword, below, pp. 26 ff. Entries in the Dublin records regarding gilt
 plates, the king's arms (William III), etc. added to the Dublin sword are mentioned by Strickland,
 op. cit. See Lady Gilbert (Editor), Calendar of Ancient Records of Dublin, XVIII, p. 46 for a proposal
 td add an inscription commemorating the fact that George IV used one of the Dublin swords to
 knight the recorder and sheriffs in 1821.

 88 At least as late as the 1880s the mayor and council of Kilkenny were preceded by the sword
 and mace when they appeared on public occasions?P. M. Egan, Illustrated Guide to the City and
 County of Kilkenny, pp. 110 f.
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 THE GALWAY SWORD

 The earliest documentary reference to a Galway civic sword appears to be that
 of the charter granted to the town by King James I in 1610. This gave the mayor
 authority to have a sword carried before him and provided for the appointment of
 a swordbearer to carry it.30 Queen Elizabeth's charter of 1575 had already granted
 to Galway all the liberties, privileges, customs and usages which the city of Waterford
 and the town of Drogheda enjoyed,81 and since the carrying of civic swords was
 by that date permitted by charter in these two places it seems that Galway might,
 prior to 1610, have claimed a similar privilege. Whether she did so or not is not
 now apparent. At any rate, it is the charter of James I which makes the first specific
 grant. This grant was renewed by King Charles IPs charter of 1676, which stated
 in respect of the mayor, sheriffs, free burgesses and commonalty 'that they and
 their successors for ever shall, and may have and use such severall vestments,
 ensignes and ornaments within the said town and county of the said town of Galway,
 and the franchises of the same, for the honour and dignity of the said town and
 county ... as they had or used, or might or could have had or used within the said
 town of Galway at any time before the three and twentieth day of October 1641;
 and that the mayor of the said town of Galway for the time being may have a sword
 borne before him in all places within the town and county of the said town of
 Galway, and the franchises of the same, for the greater eminence of the mayoralty
 or office of mayor of the said town, and the authority thereto belonging'. Sanction
 was renewed for the appointment of 'one officer, or sword-bearer, to carry the sword
 before the mayor of the said town for the time being, in manner and form
 aforesaid'.32

 The charter of Charles II remained the governing charter of the corporation
 until its abolition in 1841.33 The reference to October 1641 is of course an allusion
 to the Irish rebellion, which broke out then. The symbols of royalty had been
 removed from corporation insignia during the Cromwellian period, the 'state's arms'
 being, in some instances at least, substituted.34 Now that Charles had been 'restored'
 in 1660, they were put back again and 'baubles' and emblems of pomp and circum
 stance were very much in the fashion. Thus the charter granted by Charles to Dublin

 30 Charter of James I enrolled in Chancery, Pat. 8 Jac. I, p. 3 m. 28. d. The Report of the
 Commissioners appointed to inquire into the Municipal Corporations in Ireland, 1835, already
 quoted p. 318, cites this charter, as does Hardiman (J. Hardiman, The History of Galway, 3rd edn.,
 1958, pp. 104 ff.), but Hardiman does not print it.

 81 Charter of Elizabeth I, 1575 printed in Hardiman, op. tit., Appendix III. Cf. pp. xx, xxxii.
 88 Charter of Charles II, 1676 printed ibid., Appendix VIII, pp. lx f.
 88 Report of the Commissioners appointed to inquire into the Municipal Corporations in Ireland,

 already quoted, p. 319.
 84 Jackson, pp. 1047 ff. Irish corporation insignia bearing the aims of the Commonwealth

 includes the two small Carlow maces now in the National Museum of Ireland.
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 22 GALWAY ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY

 in 1661 recites again the original grant of a sword of Henry IV*s charter and adds
 to it a new grant of a cap of maintenance and a collar of SS for the mayor.35
 The Galway corporation records make no mention of the provision of a civic

 sword for the town.36 Their earliest reference to a. sword is under date 26 November

 1680, when the appointment of one John Scott as swordbearer is recorded.37 Scott
 was appointed for one year and was reappointed annually for a considerable time
 thereafter.

 On 27 May 1681 it was ordered in the common council that all those who had
 up to that borne office in the corporation, and all members of the council, should
 'every Sunday hereafter in the fore[noon] attend the king's sword to church in theire
 gownes'. Those neglecting to appear were subject to a fine of two shillings for each
 absence; and those refusing to pay the fine were, on complaint being made against
 them to the mayor, ordered to be expelled from the council.38
 This was a period of considerable disturbance in Galway. The Cromwellians

 were still in control, despite the king's restoration. One of them, Colonel Theodore
 Russell, whose administration was openly challenged as being corrupt, was mayor
 from 1674, when he purchased the charter rights so outrageously granted by the
 king to Mrs. Hamilton, to 1685, and the original Galway families, who had built
 up the town's prosperity, were without office. Many of them had been squeezed
 out of business as well, and in 1679 it was said 'that by reason of the removal of
 the market and Irish inhabitants a great part of the houses of the town were falling
 down'.39 Although the accession of King James II in 1685 and the subsequent
 adoption of measures to conciliate the Catholics meant a brief interlude of change,
 the Jacobite defeat in 1691 brought back the Cromwellians and other newcomers
 to power and banished the Galwegians afresh.

 The Galway sword is not mentioned again in the council books until after the
 war. On 18 April 1692 the swordbearer and sergeants-at-mace petitioned for the
 payment of their salaries. They were ordered to be paid.40 In 1699 Thomas

 86 J. T. Gilbert, Calendar of Ancient Records of Dublin, I, pp. 42 f.
 88 The records of the old Galway corporation are preserved in the Library of University College,

 Galway. The earliest of them, that is, the Statute Book or Liber A, was edited by J. T. Gilbert in
 Historical Manuscripts Commission 10th Report, Appendix, Part V (1885), pp. 380 ff. Of the sub
 sequent books, Liber C was edited by Rev. J. Rabbitte, S.J. and printed in Vols. XI to XVI of this
 Journal, of which also see I, pp. 132 ff and V, p. 89 for general remarks on the records. Note that
 the fact that the earlier Galway charters make no specific grant of a sword does not prove that no

 Galway sword existed prior to the seventeenth century. The Bristol charters mention neither swords
 nor swordbearers, although Bristol has no fewer than four swords, one of which almost certainly
 dates from the fourteenth century?Jackson, p. 1048.

 87 Galway Corporation records, Liber B, p. 105, 26 November 1680.
 88 Ibid., p. 139, 27 May 1681, It was further ordered that the Council members and all who had

 borne office in the corporation should attend the king's sword 'on other days when occasion serves*
 on the same penalty, provided that such persons had been first 'duly summoned to attend the
 sword*.

 , * Hardiman, op, cit., p. 154, and cf. pp. 151-153,
 40 Galway Corporation records, Liber D, p. 15, 18 April 1692.
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 Andrews, the mayor, 'did bestow uppon the corporation a Sword Case to hould the
 King's Sword now in the Church of Saint Nicholas'.41

 What evidence of its origin and history does the Galway sword itself bear?
 Unlike some of the later civic swords, its blade is not a property one; that is, it was
 designed for use and not merely for appearance. It is the blade of a fighting sword.
 It is older than the hilt, and it was adapted, presumably after an original existence
 as the blade of a weapon, to serve the purposes of ceremony. It is a double-edged
 blade of steel, 38& inches long by 2\ inches broad at the base, and it is flat on either
 side, save for two short grooves one just inside either edge of the ricasso (or blunt
 edged section towards the hilt) and a shallow middle groove or fuller extending
 for 10^ inches from the base. It is, in fact, the blade of a two-hander sword of a
 type not uncommon in the sixteenth century.

 Large, heavy swords which had blades like this and which were wielded with
 both hands were apparently of south German origin. The earliest of them date
 from the late fifteenth century and they were much used in the following century
 in Germany and Switzerland. Their use was not confined to these countries. They
 were special-purpose weapons and were occasionally carried as such in England by
 individuals and picked men, by colour guards on the battlefield and to some extent
 by those whom we would now call non-commissioned officers. Two-handers of
 this kind were presumably introduced in the sixteenth century from England to
 Ireland. There was another type of them which was developed in the Highlands
 and Islands of Scotland as the claidheamh mor, or claymore, and which was intro
 duced independently to Ireland from those regions. Two-handers were called
 slaugh or slaughter swords (from the German Schlachtschwert) by English writers
 of the sixteenth century, and it was with one or more of them that Shane O'Neill
 was killed in 1567.42

 The Galway blade, because the shoulders spring from the tang at right angles
 and not at an upward slope, is of the English or continental type and not of the
 Scottish one. It is almost certainly of sixteenth century date and of German manu
 facture. It bears on one side three marks, or sets of marks, all punched or incised:

 41 Ibid., Liber A, p. 271| The word 'case* here might be taken to mean a sheath or scabbard,
 but it is unlikely that it does so. 'Case* was in established use in the late seventeenth century for a
 box or chest (Oxford Dictionary), which is apparently the present meaning. Technically a case
 either of pistols or rapiers (cf. Marlowe's Faust, c. 1590, vi) meant a brace or pair. Rev. J. Fleetwood
 Berry (The Story of Saint Nicholas's Collegiate Church, Galway, pp. 40 f.) is strangely in error about
 this reference of 1699. He did not realise that 'the king's sword1 was the civic sword and wondered
 'how it came into the possession of the Church' and what became of it.

 4* For the use of two-handed swords in Ireland see the writer's Sixteenth Century Irish Swords
 in the National Museum of Ireland (Stationery Office, Dublin, 1959). Evidence published by R.
 Ewart Oakeshott, The Archaeology of Weapons (1960), p. 333 suggests that a Scottish single-hander
 sword with sloped quillons, dating fiom the early fifteenth century, was a forerunner of the claymore,
 which, in its origin, owed as much to it as to the continental two-hander. For two-handers in
 sixteenth century English forces see The Journal of the Arms and Armour Society, III, No. 6 ('The
 Pictures of Henry VHTs Army in Cotton Manuscript Augustus III').
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 (1) A small mark of a cross with irregular terminals to the arms. This is placed
 three inches from the base.43 (2) A mark resembling the letter K placed between
 two marks of a well-known type called sickle marks. This group is six to seven
 and three-quarter inches from the base.44 (3) A finely punched mark of an orb
 surmounted by an arrowhead within a shaped recess and placed between two other

 marks, one of them the letter S and the other probably the same.45
 There are two marks on the other side: (1) A mark resembling the letter L placed

 between two sickle marks to correspond with the K mark on the other side and in
 roughly the same position (five and three-quarter to seven and a half inches from
 the base). (2) A large orb and cross mark, originally inlaid with copper or brass,
 twelve and a half inches from the base.46 There is also on this side a series of much

 rubbed punch marks, mostly chevrons, apparently decorative. All of these marks,
 from both sides of the blade, are illustrated in PL III., Fig. 1 herewith.

 So far we have spoken only of the blade of the Galway sword. The hilt and
 scabbard remain to be described. The quillons, grip and pommel, which make up
 the hilt, are of silver. They belong to the second period of the life of the sword;
 that is, they were made as parts of the civic weapon. They may originally have
 been gilt, but if they were no trace of the gilding now remains.

 The quillons and pommel seem older than the grip. The quillons are curved
 upwards and have swollen and flattened terminals. They are tubular and are of

 48 It resembles some marks on a left-handed dagger said to be Italian and dated 1650 in the
 Wallace Collection (European Arms and Armour Catalogue, Part n, No. 600). But many bladesmiihs*
 marks, German and Italian, of the sixteenth as well as the seventeenth century, are crosses like this.

 44 The sickle mark is a well known one of the sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries, probably
 used by the smiths of several different places. It occurs on weapons claimed as German, Hungarian
 and Italian. Ibid., Ill, No. 1268. The *K* mark is obviously a companion mark to the *L' on the
 other side.

 45 Orb marks are not uncommon on sixteenth century swords (cf. the fine two-hander of claymore
 type formerly in dontarf Castle, Dublin and now owned by R. T. Gwynn of Epsom?illustrated in
 Sixteenth Century Irish Swords in the National Museum of Ireland, already quoted, Fig. 13 A; Wallace
 Collection Catalogue, already quoted, Part I, No. 222?Spanish, c. 15?0 and No. 281?German,
 c. 1590; Inventor der Waffensammlung des Bernischen Historischen Museums in Bern, II, Nos. 216,
 217, 227?all sixteenth century two-handers). The punched orb and cross mark on the Galway
 sword may be a Solingen mark. The S-mark may also refer to that town. For other S-marks see
 the Wallace Collection Catalogue, Part U, No. 714 (Italian, c. 1620) and Part III, No. 1254 (Italian,
 c. 1620). The mark resembling the figure 8 on the right of the orb mark is very likely a repeat of
 the S-mark.

 46 There is a trace of the inlay still remaining in the terminal of the cross nearest to the point
 of the blade. This mark closely resembles that on the Whitelaw Collection claymore in Glasgow
 Museum (No. '40-45hj), a typical late sixteenth century Highland claymore. It resembles also the
 following: A mark, also copper inlaid, on a German sword c. 1540 in the Wallace Collection (Cata
 logue, Part I, No. 125); A mark, also copper inlaid, on a sword probably Spanish, c. 1530 (ibid.,
 I, No. 225); A mark on a Solingen sword dated 1550-1620 (ibid., I, No. 227); A mark, inlaid in
 brass, on a sword possibly German, c. 1580-1600 (ibid.* H, No. 702); A mark on. a Swiss sixteenth
 century two-hander in Berne (Berne Catalogue, already quoted, No. 189). With the blade of the
 Galway sword should also be compared two two-hander swords in the Tower Armouries, London
 (IX-4 and IX-6). Each has an orb and cross inlaid in copper, and a sickle mark. They are catalogued
 as German sixteenth century.
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 PLATE VIII
 THE GALWAY MACE:

 The Badge of Ireland on the Bowl.
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 elliptical section, flattening towards the terminals. They are ornamented with raised
 elliptical bosses and chased bands linked together in a most effective pattern. They
 bear two silversmiths' marks: (1) The mark EF over a star. (2) The mark EG. Of
 these, the mark EF is possibly that of a member of the Fallon family, who were
 Galway silversmiths of note.47

 The second mark, EG, may be the earlier of the two. It is already recorded as
 the mark of a Galway silversmith. It occurs on a silver pyx bearing the arms of
 the Martin family of Galway, noted by Jackson as having been made about 1700,
 and sold in Christie's in November I960.48 Mr. John Hunt, writing in The
 Connoisseur, has recently drawn attention to another piece of silver marked EG, a
 chalice in a private collection, and he has suggested a much earlier date for the
 pyx.49 Mr. Hunt shows that there is 'an almost precisely similar chalice' (but not
 bearing a maker's mark) in the National Museum of Ireland.60 Since this latter
 may be dated by an inscription which it bears to the year 1633, he argues that both
 the EG chalice and the pyx date from about that time also. He goes on to suggest
 that the Galway sword should be placed in 'the first half of the seventeenth century'
 and claims that the unknown craftsman who used the mark EG is 'the earliest
 Galway silversmith whose mark has yet been discovered'. We shall have to return
 to this question of dating in a moment.
 The pommel of the Galway sword is of flattened oval shape and is decorated

 with the same strap and boss pattern as the quillons, and with a pattern of con
 ventional foliage at the top and bottom. It bears no mark, but there is little doubt
 that it is of the same date as the quillons and was made by the same silversmith.
 The silver covering of the grip, however, shows a different design, an all-over fish
 scale pattern with a central reeded band. This covering appears to be later than the
 pommel and quillons, and it may be a replacement of a wire-bound grip.

 The scabbard of the sword displays much evidence of the weapon's history. It
 is a wooden scabbard, covered in crimson velvet and silver mounted. The mounting
 consists of four separate pieces, which were made and put on at at least three different
 dates. These are: (1) The locket or mounting at the mouth of the scabbard. This

 47 C. J. Jackson, English Goldsmiths and their Marks (1921), pp. 704 ff. mentions Mark and
 Bartholomew Fallon. Fcir Mark Fallon, who flourished according to Jackson from 1696 to 1730,
 see this Journal, XXIII, p. 69. J. Hunt, 'Redating some important Irish silver*, The Connoisseur,
 CXLVII, No. 592 (March 1961), pp. 94 f, says that the EF mark 'is probably the touch of Edward
 Fallon who is known to have been working in 1660', but does not give his evidence for this.

 "English Goldsmiths and their Marks, p. 705, who lists the pyx as 'Reliquary box: Noted by
 Mr. Dudley Westropp'. Jackson's attention was drawn to this item by the late M. S. D. Westropp,
 Keeper, National Museum of Ireland. It was dated by Jackson and Westropp as c. 1700, apparently
 on the strength of a wax medallion of Pope Innocent XII (1691-1700) which it formerly contained.
 It is described and illustrated in Christie, Manson & Woods's catalogue of the sale of 15 November
 1960.

 48 The Connoisseur, already quoted. The chalice is illustrated in Fig. 4, p. 95.
 80 The Elizabeth Forth chalice. See J. J. Buckley, Some Irish Altar Plate (1943), No. 1633g,

 p. 58, and Plate XX, Fig. 1.
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 shows, on one side, a fine rendering of the arms of Galway,51 with, below it, two
 floral sprigs, each of a rose and thistle issuing from a common stem (the Stuart
 device, in allusion to the union of the English and Scottish crowns in 1603). On
 the other side are, separately, a rose and a thistle, and, above them, the inscription:

 REX
 GREX LEX

 ET ECCLESIA
 RESTAVRATI

 ANNO DOMINI
 1660

 IOHN MORGAN MAYOR.52
 The sides of the locket are engraved with a diamond pattern.

 (2) The chape, or terminal of the scabbard. Originally this seems to have been
 plainer than it is now, having had merely a chased foliage design at the top, an
 incised hatched and foliage design at the open end, and two incised roses on either
 side. It had also an inscription extending across the lower part of one side and
 repeated in a corresponding position on the other side. This inscription, the earliest
 on the scabbard, was deliberately obliterated some time after its completion by
 bands of zig-zag ornament which were engraved on top of it. It is not now easy to
 read, but this much can be made out: ?ETER STVB-/MAIOR-5.
 Clearly this originally read: PETER STVBERS, MAIOR 1655. This was the
 notorious Colonel Peter Stubbers, the Cromwellian soldier who commanded the
 troops who occupied Galway after its surrender in 1652. He was appointed military
 governor of the town shortly after that, and he became mayor when Thomas Lynch
 FitzAmbrose was ousted following a government order of October 1654. Stubbers
 was a ruthless tyrant. It was he who managed the transportation of so many poor
 Irishmen to the Barbadoes, and who despoiled the old corporation of Galway,
 the 'ancient colonie of English, planted in this nook of the country', as the townsfolk
 described themselves when they petitioned in vain against his tyranny. His name
 must be the most hated one in the history of the town. When and by whom was it
 erased from the sword? No doubt in James IFs time when the Galwegians could
 again raise their heads, and by the survivors or the descendants of those whom
 he had injured.53

 51 Note that in this the cross (no doubt of Saint George) in the canton of the flag flying from the
 poop of the galley is an intrusion.

 52 King, People, Law and Church restored in the year of the Lord 1660. John Morgan Mayor.
 A commemoration of the restoration of King Charles II.

 63 For Stubbers see J. Hardiman, History of Galway, pp. 138 ff.; M. D. O'Sullivan, Old Galway,
 pp. 339 ff.; J. P. Prendergast, The Cromwellian Settlement of Ireland, pp. 64, 142 f.; R. Dunlop,
 Ireland under the Commonwealth, I, p. 186. His name appears as that of the new owner of several
 houses in the town in the schedule of forfeited possessions made out pursuant of the Act of 17
 September 1656?Hardiman, op. cit., Appendix VII, pp. xliv ff.
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 As well as its original ornamentation and this most dramatic memento of a
 tyranny momentarily overthrown, the chape now bears two later inscriptions, each
 placed within an incised wreath. These are, on one side: JOHN/SHAW/ESQR/
 MAYOR/1755, and on the other: PAT./BLAKE/ESQR/MAYOR/1756.

 These two mounts, that is, the locket and chape, Nos. 1 and 2 above, appear to
 be the original fittings of the scabbard. There is every reason to believe that they
 were made at the same time as the quillons and pommel of the sword, that is, when
 the weapon commenced its career as a civic sword. The 1660 inscription on the
 locket seems to be a later addition. So, of course, are the inscriptions of 1655, 1755
 and 1756 on the chape.

 (3) An ornamental fitting bearing the royal cypher WM (for William and Mary)
 and placed some distance above the locket. This fitting is composed of two rect
 angular plates, one on either of the flat sides of the scabbard, with, above each, a
 domed plate. These plates have reeded borders. The royal monogram is formed
 of the letters W and M cut out and placed one on either side of the scabbard within
 semicircular reeded bars. This fitting is inscribed on either side. The inscription on
 the front reads:

 GULIELMUS
 & MARIA D
 G ANG SCO
 FRAN & HI
 BER REX &
 REGINA

 [All this in the domed portion of the plate]
 LEGES & LIBERTA
 TES PRIVILEGIA &

 POSSESSIONES, VITAM
 (VITAQUE POTIO

 REM) RELIGIONEM
 PURAM & PRIMAEVAM

 FELICISSIME RES
 TAURARUNT
 STRENUE DE
 FENDUNT IN
 SIGNITER OR

 NANT
 THO REVET

 MAYOR 1692.54
 64 William and Mary, by the grace of God King and Queen of England, Scotland, France and

 Ireland: of law and liberty, of privileges and possessions, of life, and?what is more than life?pure
 and primeval religion, the happy restorers, the strenuous defenders, the conspicuous adorners.
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 The back was originally blank. It now bears the following later inscriptions:
 In the domed portion ? CROASDAILE/ SHAW ESQ/ MAYOR 1746/ & 1759.
 In the rectangular portion beneath?CHA. REVETT/ SENR MAYOR/ 1727 CHA/
 REVETT HIS/SON MYOR/1761/ PATK BLAKE/OF DRUM ESQ/ MAYOR
 1771. On this side also is the maker's mark BF, which is probably that of
 Bartholomew Fallon, the Galway silversmith, who died in 1722.55

 It appears that this fitting was added to the scabbard in 1692, or shortly after,
 as a demonstration of loyalty to the new sovereigns and in commemoration of the
 'Glorious Revolution' of 1689-91. The additional inscriptions of 1727 and sub
 sequent years were put on at (or after) the dates which they bear.

 (4) Another fitting placed between (3) above and the original locket. This is
 formed of a rectangular plate, with reeded borders at the top and bottom, placed
 flat against the scabbard and a framework with a rectangular opening in the centre
 backing it on the other side of the scabbard. The plate is inscribed: 1830/ 1/
 COLONEL JOHN BLAKE/ OF FURBOUGH,/ FIRST R. CATHOLIC MAYOR/
 OF GALWAY SINCE 1688./ EDMOND BLAKE ESQ*./ HIS SON MAYOR
 AND Dj MAYOR/ FROM 1831 TO 1841./ AND LAST MAYOR OF GALWAY.
 It bears the Dublin hallmarks for 1875-76, the maker's mark J.S and (punched
 incuse) the name of the silversmiths, West & Son. This fitting was put on in 1876
 or subsequently, while the sword was in the possession of Edmond Blake.56

 The story told by these marks, ornaments, devices and inscriptions on the sword
 and scabbard is an interesting one, and a melancholy one too, if we remember that
 those who were responsible for the beautiful language of the inscription of 1692
 were of the party that had persecuted the Galwegians after 1652. In so far as it
 seems possible to read it, the story indicates that the sword was made up in its present
 form (the blade being older) soon after the date of the 1610 charter, that is, when
 authority to carry it was first given. From this time date the pommel and quillons
 and the locket and chape of the scabbard. The wooden core of the scabbard may be
 as old as this too, but perhaps the crimson velvet covering is a later renewal. The
 man who made the original silverwork of the sword seems, on the evidence, to be
 the unknown silversmith who used the mark EG, and it seems certain that he worked
 in Galway. The quillons where they spring from the centre point of the guard were
 both of them at some time broken and repaired. The most reasonable explanation

 55 C. J. Jackson, English Goldsmiths and their Marks, p. 706, Hunt, op. cit., is in error in saying
 that this mark is EF, the same as one of the marks on the quillons of the sword, and in referring
 to a silversmith as 'the maker of the scabbard'. BF (not EF) merely made this particular scabbard
 fitting.

 68 One wonders why he gave the elate of the last Catholic mayor as 1688. Dominick Browne,
 who was mayor in that year was mayor again in 1689. A\nd were riot Arthur French in 1690 and
 Sir Henry Bellasyse in 1691 Catholics?
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 of the second mark EF is that the silversmith who used it was he who repaired them.67
 There is no evidence to show who provided the sword for the town; but that it

 was provided locally, perhaps by the mayor or the common council, is suggested
 by its bearing the Galway arms.

 The covering of the grip seems, as has been said, later; it is perhaps late seventeenth
 century work. Stubbers made his bid for local immortality in 1655, and was (almost)
 rubbed out later. The inscription on the locket commemorating the Restoration
 was added in 1660 or soon after. The Revolution was commemorated by the
 William and Mary fitting, made and marked by a Galway silversmith. The eighteenth
 century mayors flattered each his vanity by filling up the blank spaces with their
 names. Finally, Edmond Blake, who must have felt himself the residuary legatee,
 added his tribute.

 The Commissioners appointed to inquire into the municipal corporations in
 Ireland found, when they took evidence in Galway in 1835, that a swordbearer
 was still appointed at that date by the common council, the same individual having
 been elected annually to the office for the previous forty two years. His duty was to
 attend on and assist the mayor in the inspection of the markets and on state
 occasions. For this he had, before the date of the commission, a salary of ?7 a year,
 'and some trifling emoluments from striking the assize of bread*.58
 No doubt there were, in those more picturesque times, in Galway as in other

 towns, many 'state occasions*. One such was the laying of the foundation stone
 of Saint Nicholas's church (later the Pro-Cathedral) in Middle Street in 1816. On
 1 July of that year the ecclesiastical and civic dignitaries of the town went in pro
 cession from Courthouse Lane (where the temporary chapel was) to the site of the
 church preceded by the band of the 12th Suffolk Regiment and by 'the Sword and

 Mace, borne by the Officers of the Corporation'.59 In view of this, and apart from
 the deeper significance of the ceremony, it seemed historically appropriate that the
 insignia should be formally received by Most Rev. Dr. Browne, Bishop of Galway,
 in the same church on their return to Galway in January 1961.

 CIVIC MACES

 Maces were originally weapons and the civic maces as we know them are derived
 from the battle maces of the middle ages. As R. S. Ferguson wrote eighty years

 67 This is the suggestion of Dr. W. O'Sullivan, Keeper of the Art and Industrial Division of the
 National Museum of Ireland. But both he and the author would note that, although EG has been
 indicated here to be the earlier mark of the two, EF may in fact be earlier and EG may be the

 mark of the repairer.
 68 Report of the Commissioners, already quoted, p. 325. The swordbearer seems to have had

 only ?4 in 1820?TTie Galway Reader, IV, No. 1, p. 58.
 59 The Freeman's Journal, 8 July 1816.
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 ago: 'the civic mace is nothing but the military one turned upside down*, and the
 great maces borne before mayors 'are but small maces exaggerated*.60
 Maces, which in turn were derived from primitive cudgels, were the weapons of

 the king's sergeants-at-arms or bodyguards both in England and France as early
 as the fourteenth century.61 Their symbolic use gradually predominated over their
 use as weapons. They became the staves of office of the king's messengers rather
 than primarily the weapons of his guard. Later, as a mark of honour, and to denote
 that they had a right to exercise magisterial power, the mayors of towns and others
 to whom royal authority was delegated were granted the right to have one or more
 sergeants-at-mace like the king's sergeants. At first these sergeants carried ordinary
 battle maces; later their maces were ornamental, symbolic ones.

 Where charters of incorporation specified the employment of sergeants-at-mace
 they sometimes required that the maces should display representations of the royal
 arms. By this time maces were undergoing modification. The ordinary battle mace,
 which continued in use as a weapon until the beginning of the sixteenth century,62
 was an iron staff two feet or so in length, adapted for striking and with heavy flanges
 at the head. It had no surface suitable for engraving or embossing arms. Such a
 surface was found by enlarging the ferrule or lower terminal, at first into a button
 shape, and eventually into the form of a bell. In this final form a circular plate
 bearing the royal arms was attached to the bell mouth. Since this end of the mace
 had in this way become the more important one, it soon came to be turned upper
 most. By the sixteenth century ceremonial maces were silver or silver plated objects,
 still short like the battle maces, but borne base upwards. The bases were ornamented
 and enriched with cresting and coronets, and the flanges had disappeared or were
 much modified. In the following century a bigger type, the mayor's mace proper,
 or great mace, had been developed and soon became standardized as a massive
 silver or silver gilt staff topped with a full crown, complete with orb and cross,
 arches, cresting and fillet.63 It had developed a new urn-shaped base, and the flanges
 had, in effect, ascended the shaft and had become brackets under the bell.

 Civic maces, following this development and in accordance with the uses to which
 they were put, are thus of two types: (1) Sergeants* or small maces, carried by
 sergeants-at-mace, who were the police or court messengers of early days, as emblems
 of authority. These were the original civic maces. (2) Mayors' or great maces,
 borne before mayors or bailiffs as a mark of dignity or a token of the royal authority

 60 R. S. Ferguson, 'The Dignity of a Mayor', The Antiquarian Magazine, VI, pp. 66 ff., 108 ff.,
 and 'Civic Maces', The Archaeological Journal, XLI, pp. 370 ff.

 61 Jackson, p. 1015. F. Grose, Military Antiquities (1786), 1, p. 199. J. R. Planehe\ A Cyclopaedia
 of Costume, I, pp. 345 ff,

 62 PlanchS, op. cit., p. 346, points out that the pistol (which in some early instances was combined
 with the mace) was the weapon which finally superseded it.

 slhe earliest dated English great mace now surviving is that of Stafford, the shaft of which
 bears the London hall marks for 1613-14. The head is later?Jackson, p. 1033.
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 vested in them. By the sixteenth century the carrying of a special mace before a
 mayor had become established; by the seventeenth the form of this mace had become
 fixed.64

 The municipalities of England possess about five hundred small maces ranging
 in date from the fifteenth to the twentieth century and about ninety great maces,

 mostly of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries.65 Irish small maces include the
 following: Three Dublin maces of the eighteenth century.66 Two Belfast maces,
 one of 1639, the other also of the seventeenth century.67 Four Cork maces, each
 dated 1738 and with the city arms and those of George II.68 A Callan mace marked
 1632.69 Two Kilkenny maces bearing the royal arms of the Tudor arrangement.70
 Four Waterford maces, two with the royal arms as arranged by James I.71 Four
 Limerick maces of the eighteenth century with the city arms and those of George
 II.72 Two Wexford maces with the town arms and those either of George I or

 George II.73 Two Armagh maces, each with the arms of the Commonwealth and
 the Dublin hall marks for 1656-57.74 Two Carlow maces with both the Common
 wealth arms and those of Charles II, and the Dublin hall marks, also for 1656-57.75

 Irish great maces are much less numerous. Among them are: The Dublin mace
 dating from 1665, but much altered later; it was originally provided by one of the
 mayors and subsequently acquired by the city.76 The Kilkenny mace, presented to
 the town by the Duke of Ormond in 1676.77 The Athy mace, presented by the Earl
 of Kildare in 1746.78 The Carrickfergus mace, presented by the Colonel Gardner

 64 The history ofthe development of maces may be followed in Jackson, pp. 1012 ff. The transition
 in the method of carrying the mace is exemplified in two late fifteenth century illustrations?(1) A
 painting in Windsor (Jackson, p. 1019) in which the sergeant carries it flanged end uppermost.
 (2) A picture in a MS. of 1479 {The Maire of Bristowe is Kalendar, by R. Ricart, Camden Society
 publications, new series, V, year 1872) showing the sergeant-at-mace and swordbearer of Bristol,
 the former carrying his mace bottom uppermost.

 65 Jackson, p. 1020.
 66 Garstin, p. 13. W. G. Strickland, 'The Civic Insignia of Dublin', Journal ofthe Royal Society

 of Antiquaries of Ireland, LII, pp. 117 ff.
 67 Garstin, pp. 18 ff. R. M. Young, Town Book of Belfast.
 68 Garstin, p. 25. One of these maces is 36 inches long, as long as some of the great maces.
 60 Ibid., p. 21.
 70 Ibid., p. 31. They also bear within separate compartments on the 'bell': The arms of Kilkenny.

 An uncrowned harp. A Tudor rose. A fleur-de-lis.?J. G. A. Prim, "The Corporation Insignia and
 Olden Civic State of Kilkenny', Journal ofthe Royal Society of Antiquaries of Ireland, XI, pp. 299 f.

 71 One of the others is a most interesting early mace with the flanges proper to the head of a
 battle mace at the end.

 72 Garstin, p. 33.
 78 Ibid., p. 41.
 74 Ibid., p. 60. Jackson, p. 1039.
 75 These maces are in the National Museum of Ireland. Garstin, p. 61.
 76 W. G. Strickland, op. cit. This mace, 63 inches in length, is one of the longest of all the maces,

 English or Irish. The royal monogram CR (for Charles II) was altered to GR (for George I) by
 converting the C into a G.

 " J. G. A. Prim, op. cit., p. 295.
 78 Garstin, pp. 15 ff. It bears the arms of the Earls of Kildare and Denbigh and those of the town

 of Athy.
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 who also gave the civic sword in 1712.79 The Drogheda mace, bearing the Dublin
 hall marks for 1699-1700 and presented by no less a personage than King William
 III.80 The Derry mace, bearing the royal arms of the Stuart arrangement.81 The
 New Ross mace presented by the Earl of Anglesey in 1699.82

 The first mention of a Galway mace that appears to be on record is under date
 1558. When the Lord Deputy, the Earl of Sussex, visited Galway on 15 July of
 that year he was met outside the gate of the town by the mayor and council members
 in their scarlet gowns. They handed him the keys and mace of the town, and he
 delivered them back to them again. Then 'the Maior bearing his mace before my
 Lord' they all went in procession to Saint Nicholas's church, Sussex being preceded
 not only by the mayor but by the heralds who accompanied him and by the Knight
 Marshal, Sir George Stanley, who (as has been already mentioned) bore the sword
 of state. This event is reported by one of the heralds, Athlone pursuivant; his
 office is an assurance of the accuracy of his report, for it was his duty to take note
 of such things as maces.83 What was the origin of this mace of 1558 and how long
 it survived are matters seemingly unknown. When Lord Deputy Sidney's visits to

 Galway of 1567 and 1576 and Sir William Russell's of 1595 came to be recorded
 there was no mention of the mace.84 In the next century, in 1643 or 1644, when the
 common council, exulting in their new freedom following the surrender of the Fort
 which had so long overawed them, laid down an order of precedence of the cor
 poration officers and others 'in stations and public meetings within the county of
 the town of Galway* no mention was made either of a mace or a sword or of their

 79 S. M'Skimin, History and Antiquities of Carrickfergus, pp. 69 f.
 80 The orb and cross seem later. The royal arms have the monogram WR, but they do not include

 the arms of Nassau, which William added to the Stuart arms. See J. D'Alton, History of Drogheda,
 I, pp. 199 f. for an earlier mace said to have been given by the town to James II when he was in
 Ireland as a free gift to help eke out the royal exchequer.

 81 Garstin, p. 38 indicates that this mace bears the London hall marks for 1614-15.
 82 P. M. Egan, History, Guide and Directory of Waterford, p. 726. There is a mace of the city

 guilds of Cork, made by Robert Goble in 1696, in the Victoria and Albert Museum (Jackson, p. 1041).
 There is also a pair of maces of the town of Portarlington, 1727-28 (ibid., p. 1044). Garstin (whom
 Strickland notices as being unreliable as far as the Dublin insignia are concerned, and who has
 indeed?despite his value as the only writer on his subject?many mistakes) falls into a curious error
 regarding a 'Galway mace'. He describes (p. 26) what was at his time of writing (1898) the mace of
 Queen's College, Galway and is now that of University College, Galway as the mace of the town.
 It should be noted that the lists of Irish maces given in the text above do not pretend to be complete.
 A full survey of Irish civic insignia has never been made, although it would be most desirable.

 88 Carew papers, Lambeth Palace Library, Vol. 621, p. 20a, 'A Journey made by the Earl of
 Sussex*. Sussex had already been to Limerick. Athlone pursuivant speaks of his reception there
 is almost the same words, and mentions a Limerick mace. For the background of these visits see

 M. D. O'Sullivan, Old Galway, p. 436.
 84 Possibly because there was no interested herald present to note it. Russell was met by the

 mayor and aldermen in their scarlet gowns, who 'delivered the keys of the town gates to his Lordship,
 with an oration written in Latin*?Cal. S. P., Carew, 1589-1600, p. 238,
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 bearers.85 Nor were a sword or mace bearer included in a list of officers of the
 corporation made out in 1660.86

 How far back the Galway sergeants-at-mace go is equally obscure. In 1680,
 when they are first mentioned in the corporation records, they were ordered to
 summon the members to the council meetings;87 but they must have existed for
 long before that. There were four of them in 1703,88 and the Municipal Corporations
 Commissioners found that there were still four in 1833.89 They were elected by the
 common council and their names, together with those of the swordbearer and mace
 bearer, were afterwards ? in compliance with ancient usage ? proposed 'to the
 freemen in tholsel, for their approbation'. The Commissioners found that although
 the sergeants had formerly acted as constables they had ceased to do so by 1833.
 Their duty then was to 'execute the civil process of the Tholsel Court', which was
 the civil court of the borough, having jurisdiction over debts; it was held before
 the mayor and recorder, or, usually, the recorder alone. Their wages when their
 duties had included police work were ?4-15-4 a year; in 1833 they had only *fees on
 the process of the civil court, which, from the decrease of business in that court,
 are . . . very trifling'.90 No small Galway mace such as would have been carried
 by these sergeants is known to have survived.
 We can be reasonably certain that, whatever mace was carried in Sussex's time,

 Galway had no great mace before 1712, when the present one was presented to the
 town by Edward Eyre, who was then mayor.
 This mace, the second item of the civic insignia now so generously returned to

 Galway by the Hearst Foundation, is of the form which, as has been indicated,
 had become standardized by the seventeenth century. It represents the final develop
 ment of the mayor's mace from the original battle mace. It is a massive mace of
 silver91 weighing 211 ounces 18 pennyweights and measuring fifty-seven inches
 overall. It is made up of a head, a shaft, and a base or lower terminal.

 The bowl or bell-shaped portion of the head is embossed and chased. The decora
 tion which covers its outer surface is divided by caryatides, or nude female demi
 figures, into four compartments. These are filled by applied devices as follow:
 (1) A rose crowned, bjeing the badge of England, between the letters of the royal

 monogram of Queen Anne, AR, for Anna Regina; (2) A thistle crowned, the badge
 of Scotland, between the letters AR; (3) A fleur-de-lis crowned, the badge of France,

 86 Galway Corporation records, Liber A, p. 183.
 86 Ibid., p. 218.
 87 Ibid., p. 252.
 88 Ibid., p. 281b.
 88 The Report of the Commissioners appointed to inquire into the Municipal Corporations in

 Ireland, 1835, already quoted, p. 320.
 90 Ibid., pp. 321, 325.
 91 J. Hunt in the article in The Connoisseur for March 1961 already quoted refers to it as 'a most

 spectacular piece of gilt-silver work*. It may originally have been gilt, but if it was there is now no
 trace of gilding.

This content downloaded from 52.211.147.248 on Wed, 01 Apr 2020 15:18:06 UTC
All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms



 34 GALWAY ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY

 between the letters AR; (4) A harp crowned, the badge of Ireland,92 between the
 letters AR. The spaces above the caryatides and above the heraldic devices are
 filled by arched wreaths and scrolls of foliage and by punched work, and there are
 further foliate scrolls beneath the repeated letters of the monogram and beneath
 the female figures. In the centre of the base of each compartment is a rose. All
 this is the conventional decoration of the bowls of the great maces of the period.

 The top of the bowl is filled by a circular plate bearing the royal arms of Queen
 Anne (Quarterly: 1 and 4, England impaling Scotland; 2, France; 3, Ireland); with,
 on a garter around, the motto of the Order of the Garter, HONI SOIT QUI MAL
 Y PENSE; with a helmet ensigned with the crown and thereon the crest of England
 of a lion statant guardant, crowned; with, on either side of the crest, the royal
 monogram AR; with the royal supporters of a lion for England and a unicorn for
 Scotland; and with, on scrolls below the supporters, the royal motto, SEMPER
 EADEM.93

 The bowl is surmounted by a crown composed of a fillet, cresting, arches, and
 orb and cross. The fillet consists of notched mouldings above and below and a band
 between. On the band, the ground of which is decorated with punched dots, are
 rectangular, lozenge-shaped, and oval ornaments, all raised and arranged in
 sequence, and divided by pairs of raised beads. The cresting consists of a continuous
 series of semi-circles, the terminals of which point upwards and on which are
 arranged alternately crosses patee and fleurs-de-lis. There are two arches crossing
 each other at right angles and depressed at the point of intersection. They have
 applied, raised rope borders along the edges and a raised beading along the middle
 of each of them. On the inside of one is inscribed the weight of the mace, 211 ounces
 18 pennyweights. The arches are surmounted at the point of intersection by a plain
 orb on which is the inscription EX DONO EDWARDI EYRE MAJOR DE
 GALLWAY AN0 DOME 1712.94 Above the orb is a cross patonce.

 The shaft of the mace is in three sections, divided by two large knops of flattened
 spherical shape. Projecting from the upper section immediately under the bowl are
 four chased brackets of foliate scroll design, the vestigial remains of the original
 flanges of the battle maces. The shaft is decorated throughout with incised repre
 sentations of roses and thistles growing from the same twining stem. The knops
 have central raised laurel bands and acanthus ornament above and below.

 The base is trumpet shaped above and bowl shaped below, with a terminal in the
 form of an acorn. The trumpet portion is divided vertically in four panels which
 are decorated with a rose, thistle, fleur-de-lis and harp, one device in each. The
 bowl is similarly divided. Its panels contain: (1) and (3) A rose with two leaves on

 82 The shamrock, to match the other plants, did not fulfil this function for Ireland until aft:r the
 union of the parliaments in 1800, although it had before that (in 1783) been 'recognised' by incor
 poration in the insignia of the Order of Saint Patrick.

 98 Queen Elizabeth I's motto, sometimes used (as here) by the later sovereigns*
 94 The gift of Edward Eyre, Mayor of Galway in the year of the Lord 1712.
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 its stem; (2) The arms of Galway engraved on an elliptical cartouch within a rope
 border;95 (4) The arms and crest of Edward Eyre, the donor.96

 The mace is marked with the Dublin hall marks for the years 1708-10. It was
 made within that period either by the Dublin silversmith John Clifton, junior or
 John Cuthbert, also of Dublin.97 The standard mark of the harp crowned appears
 eight times on the head, shaft and base. The date letter appears seven times, similarly
 distributed over the various parts of the mace. The maker's mark appears four
 times, twice on the shaft and twice on the base.

 Edward Eyre, the donor of the mace, was the son and heir of the original (as far
 as Galway was concerned) Edward Eyre, who was born in Wiltshire in 1626, who
 was recorder of Galway in 1659 and 1661 and mayor of the town in 1663, who died
 in 1683, and who is buried in Saint Nicholas's church.98 Edward the second, the
 donor, was born in Galway in 1663. He was a barrister and was a Member of
 Parliament for the town in 1703. He was mayor from 1710 to 1712,99

 These two members of a family still commemorated in Galway by the names of
 Eyre Square and Eyre Street were large property owners in the town. The father
 came to Galway with the Cromwellians and soon received large grants of the cor
 poration property. The son was regarded as a public spirited man ? at least among
 the ruling faction in the town ? because he gave back fifty perches ofthe corporation
 land to the town so as to leave 'a spatious enterance into the said town . . . open
 and unbuilt on btfore William's gate, leading to the East suburbs and up to Boher
 more',100 that is, part of the present public road or open space to the north of Eyre
 Square proper, or the Green. It was no doubt in the same spirit that he presented
 the mace to the town.

 There is no mention of the donation in the corporation books, but it is recorded
 under date 29 July 1712 that the mayor should appoint a fit person to be 'mace

 95 The arms are blazoned according to the original version, with the lion rampant on the
 inescutcheon (as also are the town arms on the civic sword), not as J. Hardiman {History of Galway,
 p. 203) gives them. There are many references to show that seventeenth and eighteenth century
 usage contradicts Hardiman. The use of this version of the arms in 1712 (and other examples in
 the same century) disproves M. J. Blake*s contention {Blake Family Records, second series, pp.
 243 ff.) that an inescutcheon bearing quarterly the arms of England and France was substituted for
 the lion rampant inescutcheon on the restoration of Charles II.

 96 Argent, on a chevron sable three quatrefoils or. Crest?a booted leg in armour, couped at the
 thigh per pale argent and gules, spurred or.

 97 C. J. Jackson, English Goldsmiths and their Marks, gives the JC mark which appears on the
 mace as that of John Clifton, junior. J. Hunt {The Connoisseur, March 1961, already quoted) says,
 however?'Sir Charles Jackson erroneously states that the touch JC is that of John Clifton. Sub
 sequent research, however, by the late Mr. D. Westropp [M. S. D. Westropp of the National Museum
 of Ireland] has corrected this*.

 98 Cf. J. Fleetwood Berry, The Story of Saint Nicholas' Collegiate Church, Galway, p. 70.
 99 For these Eyres see M. Hayes-McCoy, 'The Eyre Documents in University College, Galway* in

 ?his Journal, XX, pp. 57 ff.
 100 Galway Corporation records, Liber E, p. 156, 12 May 1712.
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 bearer to this Corporation and to continue in the said office untill another be elected
 on the Sunday after Michaelmas day next and a new gown be made for the said
 mace bearer at the charge of the Corporation and that a new gown be alsoe made
 for the sword bearer and that the Chamberlain do pay for the same which shall be
 allowed him on his account and that the same be done forthwith'.101 When election

 time came round on 5 October Edward Morgan was elected swordbearer and Thomas
 Holland 'was elected and chosen mace bearer for the ensuing year who is to have
 the sum of five pounds sterling per annum'. Election to these offices was continued
 annually until the early part of the last century. In 1841 when the old corporation
 was abolished and when the last of the old mayors, as we have already seen, claimed
 and was refused compensation for his loss of office, the sword and macebearers
 and the last of the sergeants-at-mace (called then the mayor sergeant) claimed
 compensation too. The swordbearer admitted, however, that he had received 'but
 six pounds at the utmost' during the previous twelve or fourteen years. The mace
 bearer had got 'but thirty shillings since 1829'. The sergeant 'denied having got
 anything'. Their claims to compensation were rejected.102

 * * *

 The author wishes to express his thanks for help given him in the writing of this
 paper to his colleague, Professor Margaret Heavey, who provided the sensitive
 translation of the graceful Williamite inscription on the scabbard of the civic sword;
 to his former colleague, Dr. William O'Sullivan of the National Museum of Ireland;
 and to the following: Alderman Fintan Coogan, T.D., Mayor of Galway; Mr.
 James Redington, Mayor at the time of the return of the sword and mace; Alderman
 Aloysius Farrell, Mayor of Drogheda; Mr. T. P. O'Neill of the National Library
 of Ireland; Mr. C. Townley and Mr. McDermott of the Library of University
 College, Galway; Mr. W. Reid of the Armouries, H.M. Tower of London; Mr.
 Sean Gillan, City Manager and Town Clerk, Waterford; Mr. P. J. Watters, Town
 Clerk, Galway; Mr. P. F. O'Grady, who was acting Town Clerk of Galway during
 the period of the negotiations for the return of the sword and mace; Mr. G. Maume
 of the National Bank, Galway; and Mr. J. F. Cassidy, Town Clerk, Drogheda.

 101 Ibid., Liber E, p. 167, 29 July 1712.
 102 Minutes of the Galway Town Commissioners in the Library, University College, Galway,
 meetings of 28 October 1841 and 14 January 1842.
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