
December
Saturday 2 December, 2.30pm – 3.30pm
TALK: Traditional Preparation for Christmas 
The traditional Irish Christmas period was the Twelve 
Days of Christmas, extending from Christmas Eve to 
January 6th, during which time food played a central 
role. Join author Margaret Hickey, as she draws on her 
researches for her forthcoming book Ireland's Green 
Larder, and discusses traditional Yuletide foods and 
the superstitions that come into play at this time of 
year. 
Age 12+

Saturday 9 December, 2.30pm – 4pm
ILLUSTRATED TALK: Obair Chrua – images from the 
island
For the last quarter of a century Dublin photographer 
Joe Sterling has been capturing life on Inis Mhic 
Cionaith (Inchamakinna), a small isolated island off 
Connemara where the sea and the Irish language 
remain central to the community. Join Joe, who 
lectures in photography at Sallynoggin College of 
Further Education, as he shares his photographs and 
stories. 
Age 12+

Saturday 16 December, 2.30pm – 4pm
ART CLASS: Traditional Polish Costume
From the Carpathian Mountains in the south to the 
Baltic Sea in the north, each region of Poland has 
its own unique style of traditional costume. Join the 
Bardzo Ładnie Foundation as they introduce these eye-
catching and colourful costumes and afterwards create 
mixed-media versions on large specially-prepared 
templates. 
Age 7 – 12 

Wednesday 20 December, 10.30am – 4.30pm
DROP-IN & DANCE: Winter Solstice
Explore the theme of home this winter solstice 
through movement explorations at the museum 
with Bernadette Divilly (supported by Galway Dance 
Project). 
Adult

Winter solstice at Newgrange. Courtesy of Fáilte Ireland

Coming from the Island. Courtesy of Joe Sterling



How to Book:
For further information or to make a booking 
please contact Galway City Museum on  
(091) 532460.
Please note the following:
• Events are FREE of charge unless otherwise 

stated and all materials are supplied.
• Events must be booked in advance (except 

where stated).
• Places are limited so book early to avoid 

disappointment. 
• Please ensure you arrive in advance of the 

start time, otherwise your place may be 
reallocated. 

• If you have booked and are unable to attend 
please contact the museum as soon as possible 
so that your place may be reallocated. 

Contact:
Galway City Museum, Spanish Parade, Galway City.

Tel: (091) 532460
Email: museum@galwaycity.ie 
Website: www.galwaycitymuseum.ie

Mailing List:
If you wish to join our mailing list please contact the 
museum on (091) 532460 or  
email: museum@galwaycity.ie 

Opening Hours: 
Tuesday to Saturday, 10am to 5pm
Sunday (summer only), 12pm to 5pm
Admission Free.

Children’s Activities:
Activity sheets for children in English and Irish - My 
Favourite Object / An Rud Is Fearr Liom - are available 
from Reception. A variety of other activity and 
colouring sheets are also available.

Photo by Kelvin Gilmore
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October
Sunday 1 October, 1pm – 4pm 
DISPLAY: Edible Architecture
Drop in and see the delicious, colourful and creative 
entries for the Edible Architecture competition as part 
of the Architecture at the Edge festival, a celebration 
of architecture in Galway. To support this event, the 
museum will open specially from 12pm to 5pm. 
All Ages (no booking required)

Saturday 7 October, 2.30pm – 3.30pm
LECTURE: Gael, Viking, Norman, Gallowglass or 
Planter? 
Gael, Viking, Norman, Gallowglass or Planter? Join 
biotechnologist Dr. Tyrone Bowes of Irish Origenes 
as he discusses how DNA testing can reveal unique 
information about your ancestry and shares some 
interesting Galway cases. 
Adult

Saturday 14 October, 11am – 12pm
ILLUSTRATED TALK: The Ó Conaire Monument 
A bronze replica of Albert Power’s iconic monument to 
Pádraic Ó Conaire is due to be unveiled in Eyre Square 
in October 2017. Join Brendan McGowan, Education 
Officer, to learn about Ó Conaire and the story behind 
the original memorial, which is today housed in the 
museum. 
Age 12+

Saturday 21 October, 2.30pm – 4pm 
ART CLASS: Birds in Polish Folk Art
Birds are a common motif in Polish folk art, which 
feature on paintings, tapestries and decorative 
ceramics. Inspired by these colourful motifs, join 
the Bardzo Ładnie Foundation to decorate everyday 
objects – bags and mugs – which participants can then 
bring home. 
Age 7 – 12 

November
Wednesday 1 November, 12pm – 12.45pm
GUIDED TOUR: Freaky Folktales
Did you know that there’s a man-sized lobster living 
under Wolfe Tone Bridge or that the Devil does a 
nighttime patrol of the steps next to the Spanish 
Arch? Pick up a clipboard and pencil from reception 
and join the freaky folktale tour, illustrating the 
stories as you go.  
Family Event/Age 8+

Wednesday 1 November, 2pm – 3.30pm
ART CLASS: Polish Legends
Every nation has its own myths and legends handed 
down from generation to generation. The Bardzo 
Ładnie Foundation invites you to learn about some 
Polish tales of heroes and mythical creatures and to be 
inspired to create mixed-media artworks.  
Age 7 – 12 

Thursday 2 November, 12pm – 12.45pm
GUIDED TOUR: Bring your own Questions!
Does the Claddagh really have its own King? Who built 
the Spanish Arch? How did you get a Galway Hooker 
into the museum? Is that a skull or an ostrich egg? 
How heavy is that mace? Why not join our special 
guided tour for families to learn about the museum 
and its fascinating objects. 
Family/Age 6+
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Courtesy of the Bardzo Ladnie Foundation



Thursday 2 November, 2pm – 3.30pm
WORKSHOP: Zaduski
Dziady (meaning ‘grandfathers’) is an ancient Salvic 
feast which commemorated the dead. In Poland this 
tradition survives as Zaduski, a religious holiday 
commemorating those who have passed away, similar 
to All Souls’ Day. Join the Bardzo Ładnie Foundation 
and the Polish Scouts Association Galway to find out 
more about Polish Halloween traditions.  
Age 7 – 12 

Saturday 4 November, 12pm – 1pm
ILLUSTRATED TALK: Family History for Beginners
Join members of the Western Family History 
Association (WFHA) who will outline the various 
sources available to those embarking on family history 
research, and who will provide advice on how to 
progress your genealogical research through census, 
civil, church and land records, as well as how to record 
and present your findings. Suitable for beginners and 
intermediate researchers. 
Age 12+

 

Saturday 4 November, 2pm – 4.30pm
INTERACTIVE WORKSHOP: Genealogical Guidance
Bring your genealogical research and queries to 
members of the WFHA who will offer advice on sources 
and strategies for Irish family history research. A 
huge growth in the availability of online material 
has revolutionised this area in recent years, meaning 
it's never been easier to start tracing your ancestors. 
Suitable for all levels of experience.
Adult

WE ARE 10!!
Officially opened in 2007, Galway City 
Museum is marking a decade of successes 
on Thursday 9 November. Come join the 
celebrations! Visit our website for further 
details. 

Saturday 11 November, 12.30pm – 1.30pm
DISPLAY: Galway’s Harp-Makers
The harp is Ireland’s national instrument. To celebrate 
National Harp Day, drop in and see a display of ancient 
and modern Irish harps made in Co. Galway, including 
Callan Harps and Eriu Harps. 
All Ages (no booking required)

Saturday 11 November, 1.30pm – 2.30pm
ILLUSTRATED TALK: 'How Magic Was Made’ - a brief 
history of the Irish Harp
For nearly a millennium, the Irish harp has changed 
shape and size, and adapted to new fashions and 
styles. From the small, highly ornate, medieval 
instrument, it has grown into the tall and restrained 
beauty of the modern Irish harp. In this illustrated 
talk you will learn all about the Irish harp’s journey 
through the centuries, how it was made, played and 
sounded!
Age 10+

 

Saturday 11 November, 3.00pm – 4.30pm
PERFORMANCE: A Celebration of Irish Harping
In association with Cruit Éireann, the Galway harping 
community celebrate Ireland’s national instrument 
with an open concert, including the following Galway 
harpers and their students: Kathleen Loughnane, Holly 
Geraghty, Úna Ní Fhlannagáin, Floriane Blancke and 
Áine Ní Shioradáin on modern Irish harp; Kathleen 
Burke on pedal harp; Natalia Surina and Maura Uí 
Chróinín on historical harps.
All Ages (no booking required)

National H
arp Day. Courtesy of Ú

na Ní Fhlannagáin



TAKEOVER DAY 2017
A Kids in Museums initiative, Takeover Day is 
a celebration of children and young people’s 
contributions to museums, galleries, arts 
organisations, archives and heritage sites. It’s a day 
on which they are given meaningful roles, working 
alongside staff and volunteers to participate in the life 
of the museum. In 2016, Galway City Museum became 
the first museum in Ireland to take part, working with 
pupils from Salerno Secondary School in Salthill who 
took over the running of the museum for one day. Keep 
an eye on our website for details of Takeover Day 2017 
(Friday 17 November).

Saturday 18 November, 2.30pm – 4pm 
ILLUSTRATED TALK: Frederic W. Burton & the West 
of Ireland
Join Dr. Marie Bourke, art historian and former 
Keeper & Head of Education at the National Gallery 
of Ireland, in an illustrated talk about Frederic W. 
Burton’s affection for the people and landscape of the 
west of Ireland. Dr Bourke is the Curator of the major 
exhibition – Frederic William Burton: For the Love of 
Art – at the National Gallery 25 October 2017 to 14 
January 2018. 
Age 12+

Saturday 18 November, 12pm – 1pm
ILLUSTRATED TALK: Galway’s Digital Heritage
The opening in 1971 by Digital Equipment Corporation 
(DEC), then the world’s second largest computer 
company, of its first overseas manufacturing plant at 
Mervue could be viewed as the beginning of modern 
Galway. Join Brendan Smith, curator of the Computer 
and Communications Museum of Ireland at NUI Galway, 
as he looks at the city’s proud technology heritage 
whilst providing a fascinating insight into some of 
the more iconic IT equipment used and sometimes 
produced in Galway over the last five decades.
Age 12+

Saturday 25 November, 2pm – 4pm 
POETRY WORKSHOP: In Memory of My ...
Join poet Emily Cullen for this poetry writing workshop 
to mark the 50th anniversary of the passing of Patrick 
Kavanagh (1904-1967), one of Ireland’s best-loved 
poets. Inspired by two of Kavanagh’s most famous 
works – In Memory of My Mother and Memory of My 
Father – participants will create their own homage to 
a loved one.  
Adult
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Takeover Day 2016. Photo by Marta Barcikowska

Patrick Kavanagh. Collected Poem
s


